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What’s On 
During 2024

26th & 27th May
Silloth Green Weekend
11am to 5pm on Silloth Green

8th June
Silloth Cycling Festival 
11am to 6pm on Silloth Green

28th, 29th & 30th June
Ragnarock IX

Silloth Rugby Club all day

29th June
Silloth Pride 

11am to 6pm on Silloth Green

6th & 7th July
Firebird Festival 

on Silloth Green

20th & 21st July
Silloth Vintage Rally  

on Silloth Green

27th July
Soul on the Green

11am to 8pm

18th to 21st August
Circus Montini

on Silloth Green

25th & 26th August
Silloth Carnival

on Silloth Green

Fantastic end to the season for our 
U13’s Mixed team as they lifted the 
league trophy following an away win 
against St Bees.

The team is a truly mixed squad, 
only forming at the start of the season. 
This group of girls and boys have 
bonded as a team over the course of 

the year, worked hard and played some 
great football culminating in becoming 
league champions.

A huge well done to the team and 
thank you to the parents for their 
continued support. We’re already 
looking forward to next season!

Thank you to the West Cumbria 

Youth League 
for another 
great season of 
grassroots football 
and Aaron for taking the time to 
present the team with their trophies.

Thank you as aways to Aspatria 
Farmers our kit sponsors.

Well Done Silloth 
A.F.C. U13’s Mixed 
Team Winning the 

League Trophy



CUMBRIA Fire and Rescue 
Service is on the look-out for new 
On-Call Firefighters to serve their 
communities.

The service 
has launched a 
rolling programme 
to recruit new 
Firefighters to 
vacancies within its 
36 On-Call stations 
across the county.

An On-Call 
Firefighter provides 
cover for one or 
more stations 
in their local 
community; they have a primary 

job and respond as and when 
there is an incident. Each station is 
different, and have varying degrees 
of busyness throughout a year, 

and an annual 
retainer is paid 
based on a On-Call 
Firefighter’s hours 
of availability, 
in addition to 
an hourly rate 
when they attend 
incidents, training 
and community 
activity.

On-Call 
Firefighters receive 

the same training as their full 

time colleagues, and there are 
opportunities to receive additional 
training to enhance their skills and 
knowledge, and potentially progress 
within the service.

Rick Ogden, Cumbria Fire 
and Rescue Service’s Chief Fire 
Officer, said: “Being an On-
Call Firefighter is an incredibly 
fulfilling and challenging role, 
and we have On-Call stations 
across Cumbria, from very 
rural areas to highly populated 
towns. Our On-Call teams 
offer a highly professional 
service in responding to 
incidents and engaging with 
their communities to reduce 

the risk.”
Mike Johnson, Cumbria’s 

Deputy Police, Fire and Crime 
Commissioner, said: “This is a 

fantastic opportunity for anyone 
interested in joining Cumbria 
Fire and Rescue Service. On-Call 
Firefighters are an integral part 

of CFRS, and the role is an 
incredibly rewarding one for 
those interested in keeping 
their communities safe. I 
would encourage anyone 
interested in joining to fill in 
an application to help keep 
Cumbria safe.”

On-Call recruitment is 
ongoing all-year-round.

For more information 
and to apply, visit: www.
cumbriafire.gov.uk/
node/14588
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Baguettes
Panini’s

Breakfasts
Wraps & Coffees

17 Eden Street
Silloth, CA7 4AD
016973 32458

Now Where Will You Eat Today?

Green View Guest House

6 Park Terrace, Criffel Street, Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4DQ
Tel: 016973 31743

E-Mail: greenviewsilloth@yahoo.com

Open
Wed to Sat
6pm to 9pm

booking advisable

Sea Views
All rooms en-suite

Evening Meals
Bicycle storage
Free parking

Stella’s B
istro Bed & Breakfast

White Heather Hotel

The White Heather Hotel & Restaurant
Kirkbride, Wigton, CA7 5HW, T: 016973 51373

Restaurant: Sunday 12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 7pm
Sunday Lunch 3 courses £25, 2 courses £21, 1 course £16

Wednesday Lunch 12pm to 2.30pm
Main course + Sweet + Tea/Coffee £16.50

Coffee House • Eatery • Fully Licensed

All Day Breakfasts • Lunch • Light Bites
Coffee • Cakes • Afternoon Tea

Take Away Afternoon Tea & Charcuterie Boxes
 016977 44567          Mrs Wilson’s of Silloth

Located opposite the Green – Silloth, CA7 4BT

Open Daily 10am – 5pmOpen Daily 10am – 5pm

Real Food & Good Ale 7 days a week

Wheyrigg Hall Hotel

WHEYRIGG,  ABBEYTOWN,  WIGTON,  CA7 0DH

Friday Steak Night
from 6pm

Steak Deal 
from £12.10

Traditional
Sunday Lunch 

Tel: 016973 61242

Food served 
Mon–Thu 12–2pm. 5–8:30pm
Friday–Sunday Noon–8:30pm

Opportunity to Become an On-Call Firefighter



Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you Issue 217 Page 3

Our Own Personal AirshowMaryport 
Banking Hub

The hub is on Senhouse Street 
in Maryport.

At this hub, people can 
withdraw and deposit cash, 
deposit cheques, pay utility bills, 
check account balances, and – for 
registered business customers only 
– collect change.

The hub provides services for 
five different banks - Barclays, 

TSB, NatWest, HSBC, and 
Halifax.

The rotation of the banks 
being offered on each day is as 
follows:

Monday:  NatWest
Tuesday:  HSBC
Wednesday:  Halifax
Thursday:  TSB
Friday:  Barclays

JayBee’s

open 7 days a week
6 Criffel Street, Silloth, Tel: 016973 31245

Wide range of frozen food + Eggs / Bacon / Milk
Key cutting / watch batteries

Disposable vapes
Toiletries / DIY goods

Good range of dog stuff from treats to jackets
Frozen fishing bait

At  Carlisle Cathedral
Sat 20th April 7:30 pm

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
WITH ELGAR & FAURE

‘The Music Makers’ by Elgar and
Faure’s  ‘Requiem and ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’

Performed by ‘Cumbria Singers’,  accompanied by the 
British Sinfonietta and professional soloists, conducted by 

Andrew Padmore.   
www.cumbriasingers.org.uk

Tickets   £22/ £17  Students £12     U 12’s  free 
From ticketsource.co.uk (booking fee applies), Carlisle 

Tourist Information Centre, Carlisle Cathedral Gift Shop and 
Beckside Books, Penrith. 

Photo by: Richard Marshall

Photos by: Kevin Irwin

Photo by: Bobby Forbes

On 7th March we were treated 
to a display of aerobatic flying 
by our armed forces practising 
manoeuvres over our heads.

The following comments were 
made on ‘Silloth Today’.

Richard Caves: it’s a huge 
NATO exercise off the west coast, 
happens this time every year.

Lisa Smith: I was on the bloody 
roof at one point. Absolutely 
amazing to see it up there doing 
some loops.

Valerie Hough: Our very own 
air show Ha ha.

Catherine Carr: It were a noisy 
bugger lol.

Racheal Young: Was amazing.
Peter Partington: Lot of aircraft 

up tonight from Lossiemouth and 
Coningsby.

Hilary Cater: Loved the wing 
waggle after the first pass over 
Skinburness.

Sandy Hodgson: Then a 
low flying helicopter joined in.. 
sounded like WW3.

Noel Williams: That’s gotta be 
a display pilot enjoying some free 
practice airspace time.

Deborah Blair: Free display. 
Awesome.

George Payne: Stephen 
Stanwix just looking over Stanwix 
Park Holiday Centre in his new 
plane lol.

Dot Stewart: Brilliant.
Amanda Ratcliffe: they 

certainly were! It felt like a 
personalised air show!
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Silloth Community 
Craft Show 
Needs You!

Lesley Hope has decided 
that after 23 years of organising 
Silloth Community Craft Show, 
many of those years with Audrey 
Maddison, the difficult decision has 
been made, that it’s time to hand 
over to someone else. It is a great 
Community event that bounced 
back from Covid, held on the first 
Sunday in September.

It has always been a friendly 
show, good banter and jest between 
the competitors even with trophies 
involved. It would be a shame to 
let it slip away completely, it isn’t a 
massive amount of work. To give 
an idea, I have written a rough 
account of the work involved. I will 
happily chat to anyone in detail, if 
you are interested in taking over 
the running of the show. A team of 
4 would make the job much easier. 

April/May - Put together the 
schedule (previous ones available 
for guidance) however there is 
always new crafts evolving, crafting 
and gardening are definitely gaining 
popularity. We did five categories; 
children’s, baking, handicrafts, 

floral and gardening. Set a closing 
date for entries.

July/August - Adverts placed in 
church magazines and Solway Buzz 
etc. Most banners can go up.

End of August. - Once you 
have the total entries, winner’s 
money 1st, 2nd 3rd can be placed 
in envelopes and tickets written for 
the entries. The day before, set up 
the room (if possible) and have all 
the entry tickets ready with name 
and class number on. 

On the day of show – TODAY 
banner put up and sandwich 
boards placed in strategic places 
around town to direct people to the 
venue.

All other finer details can be 
explained if you are interested in 
taking this Community Craft Show 
on. I urge anyone with an interest, 
to ask two or three friends to join 
you in being part of long standing 
Community town event and to 
develop it further, not to hesitate 
to get in touch. Telephone 016973 
33071 (if its the answer machine I 
will get back to you)

Vintage Rally

Report by: Jean Day

Our first Coffee Morning 
since last year was well 
supported, even though we had 
to disappoint as we did not have 
cakes to sell or scones to serve. 
But there was plenty of coffee 
and biscuits and good company 
to enjoy.

Winners of this weeks raffle 
were: Ann MacKenzie, Sandra 
Gray, Peter Fearon, Maureen 
Irving, Mary Hoskins, Joan Wise, 
Janice Fell, Barbara Hampshire, 
Mary Jackson, Paul Hesketh, Jill 
Chatt, Eva Smith, Moira Fearon 
and Elizabeth Reeves. Many 
thanks to all who donated prizes.

We are a bit out of synch with 
changing the dates of our coffee 
mornings but you can check the 
dates in the Buzz Diary Dates.

Thank you again to all who 
attended.

Silloth & 
District 

Pensioners 
Coffee 

Morning

Volunteers Needed
Role overview
Job Type: Volunteer
Hours: Flexible
Salary: Voluntary

Silloth Vintage Rally 
is organised and run by a 
dedicated group of volunteers. 
Without a team of volunteers, 
we cannot hold the event as 
they play a vital role. Every year 
100’s of hours are spent to ensure 
that the 2-day event in July is a 
success and enjoyed by thousands 
of visitors, whilst raising significant 
funds for many local charities and 
organisations, as well as supporting 
local businesses who benefit from 
the influx of visitors.

What’s involved?
There are many ways in which 

you can help this amazing event 
run successfully, from helping 
promote and organise the event 
during the year, helping to set 

up and dismantle the event 
infrastructure, to assisting our 
visitors on the day.

Marshalling: Positioned at 
key points around the site to 
ensure exhibitors and members 
of the public are heading in the 
right direction and assisting with 
enquiries.

Event setup and breakdown: 
Help setup the event site and take 
everything down at the end of the 
weekend.

Interested?
If you have any 

questions, need more 
information about this 
role or would like to 
volunteer, contact Silloth 
Vintage Rally. Email info@
vintagerally.co.uk
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RNLI Chief Executive Visit

Caravan 
Fitting Service
FREE
FREE

Measuring
Quotations

Carpets & Vinyls 
to All Areas

Full Range of Beds & 
Mattresses in Standard Sizes 

or Special Sizes
Old Carpets & Mattresses 

Disposed Of
1 Wampool Street, Silloth

Tel: 016973 31224
E: pscottfurnishing@gmail.com

Silloth RNLI crew pay their 
respects for former crew member

On Tuesday 31st October 
2023, Silloth RNLI crew members 
gathered at Carlisle Crematorium 
to pay their respects to the late 
Frederick ‘Garry’ Ware, who sadly 
passed away on Saturday 21st 
October 2023.

Frederick, known as Garry to 
those around him, volunteered at 
Silloth Lifeboat Station for many 
years. Members of the volunteer 
lifeboat crew stood together to 
pay their respects to Garry, they 
assembled themselves at the 
entrance of crematorium to give 
a guard of honour as the coffin 
entered the building.

Garry’s grandsons Mark 
Ware, a Helm for Silloth RNLI, 
Daniel Ware a former volunteer 
crew member and Nathan Ware 
gathered with three other members 
of the family to carry the coffin 
dressed with the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution flag into the 
building.

During the service the funeral 
officiant spoke about Garry’s life, 
talking in depth about his love 
for the RNLI and the dedication 
and hard work he gave to Silloth 
Lifeboat Station in the many years 
he volunteered there as crew. They 
spoke about his passion for lifeboats 
and volunteering when he took part 

Garry Ware RIP

MOT TEST CENTRE
Cars, Vans & Motorhomes

Free Vehicle Collection & Delivery Service
Causewayhead, Silloth, CA7 4JG, Tel: 016973 32833

Motor Vehicle Body Repairs
Diagnostics, Servicing & Recovery

Aircon Service Now Available

Report by: Rebecca Clark in station visits, talking to the public 
about the important roles within 
the station and reminiscing about 
past events.

On Saturday 4th November, the 
volunteer lifeboat crew gathered 
at the station to scatter Garry’s 
ashes at sea. Garry was always 
down at the sea front or in the 
lifeboat station talking to everyone 
around him about the memories he 
had of the station. Family, friends 
and other lifeboat crew members 
gathered on the sea front to pay 
respects once more, and to watch 
the scattering of the ashes which 
was one of Garry’s wishes.

With the help of the RNLI’s 
Launch a Memory campaign, 
Mark, Garry’s grandson, has 
ensured that his memory will live 
on by inscribing his name on to a 
Shannon lifeboat.

Those who attended the funeral 
and the wake donated £246.22 to 
Silloth RNLI Lifeboat Station.

Silloth RNLI Lifeboat Press 
Officer, Rebecca Clark said: ‘From 
everyone at Silloth RNLI we want 
to say a big thank you for the 
generous donation received. That 
money will go on to save lives at 
sea just as Gary did through his 
dedication to our charity. Garry’s 
presence will be hugely missed here 
at the station. Rest in peace Gary, 
you will be missed by many and will 
always be in our thoughts.’

Report by: Rebecca Clark

On 20th February) RNLI Chief 
Executive Mark Dowie made 
a special appearance at Silloth 
Lifeboat Station to talk to the 
volunteer crew and take a look at 
the station.

Mark began the visit by talking 
to crew about their backgrounds 
and what their roles were within 
the station. Volunteer crew spoke 
about the station, the lifeboat 
and various call outs. Mark spoke 
about his role within the RNLI 
over the years, talking about when 

he first joined as a volunteer.
Volunteer crew members then 

showed Mark around the station, 
showing him photos and articled 
from the archives. He then had a 
look at the station’s Atlantic 85 
lifeboat and the tractor.

Rebecca Clark, Silloth RNLI 
Lifeboat Press Officer said: ‘The 
visit was positive in the sense that 
we were recognised by Mark, he 
showed enthusiasm for the station 
and the hard work it does. He 
paid thanks for all the volunteers 
and the terrific job that they do to 

keep the station running. All the 
volunteer crew that we have at 
the station give so much time and 
effort in what they do and I am 
proud to be part of it.’

Mark is visiting RNLI stations 
and meeting volunteers before his 
departure in the late summer. 

Everyone at Silloth RNLI 
Lifeboat Station would like to say 
thank you to Mark for his visit and 
we wish him all the best for his 
future endeavours.

There is no 
charge to submit 

articles to the 
Solway Buzz

It is your 
Community 

Paper
Please sent your 
articles in now.
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Harrisons Store Ltd, Abbeytown
Tel: 016973 61231 ~ M: 07972 805074

DOORSTEP DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT
Abbeytown, Skinburness, Blencogo & Newton Arlosh

open 7am-8pm Mon-Sat
8am-7pm Sunday

Paypoint, Payzone, Cash Machine & Lotto

Standing orders for Newspapers, Magazines, Bottled Milk & Eggs
+ anybody with a standing order can add groceries & fuel  

on to their next delivery with no extra delivery charge!

Est. 1876 

J Hill & Sons 
Funeral Undertakers 

Wigton
Email: info@jhillandsons.co.uk

www.jhillandsons.co.uk

016973 42635
Station Road, Wigton CA7 9AE

07857 989358

Hair She Goes
Mobile Hairdresser

Silloth 
and  

district

Call 
Melanie 

on:

On Wednesday 13th March 
Young Carers Action Day took 
place. This is an annual event 
organised by Carers Trust to 
raise awareness. It highlights the 
pressures and challenges young 
carers face, and the incredible 
contribution they make by caring 
for their family members and 
friends.

The theme for 2024 is “Fair 
Futures for Young Carers”.

Caring for someone should 
not be a barrier to learning, 

earning or being able to 
participate and get on in life. But 
for far too many young carers and 
young adult carers, it is. 

A shocking number are 
caring for fifty hours a week or 
more. This has a catastrophic 
impact on their ability to learn 
and ultimately to earn: young 
carers are significantly less likely 
to undertake higher education 
or enter employment than 
their peers without a caring 
responsibility. 

Carer Support West Cumbria 
can provide help and guidance to 
Young Carers and their families 
around managing their caring role 
alongside education and learning. 
Our Support Workers can be 
someone to chat to in confidence 
as well as ensuring young carers 
are supported in school.

If you know a young carer 
who could benefit from our 
support please call 01900 821976 
or complete the referral form at 
carersupportwestcumbria.co.uk

Support for Young Carers

Nature Bee
by

Jacob McAleenan
from

Holme St Cuthbert
School

Footballer Bees
by Farley Armstrong from

Holm Cultram Abbey School

Do YOU have an 
article or advert for 
the Solway Buzz?

There is no charge for 
anything about our 

community.

Just email to:  
office@solwaybuzz.co.uk
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Admin: 016973 42277  Transport: 016973 44000 
Skip Hire: 016973 31000    RMC: 016973 61777
Fax: 016973 42210   E: info@daharrison.co.uk

Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4NS

Haulage & Storage
Sand, Gravel & Aggregates

Readymixed Concrete
Demolition & Site Clearance

Licenced Waste Disposal Site & Skip Service
Stevedores at Silloth Docks

Tel: 016973 32585 or 016973 42277
Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4NS, www.atlasconcrete.co.uk

Manufacturers of all types of prestressed concrete panels 
and general purpose instant walling.  Farm and industrial 
use, hollowcore floor units and ‘t’ beams made to measure.  

Concrete posts & panels for instant security walling

DA Harrison & Company
Petrol, Diesel & Convenience Store

Waverton, Wigton, Tel: 016973 42277

Report by: Trevor Grahamslaw

When Silloth was a mere 
hamlet the 18th Century fashion for 
therapeutic sea bathing had reached 
Allonby, transforming the small fishing 
village into an exclusive summer 
seaside resort. 

For women bathing offered 
physical enjoyment and even 
liberation. So in 1794 Mary Yates aged 
44 of Skirwith Abbey accompanied 
by her youngest child Henry and 
daughter in law Mary, the sister of 
Richard Matthews of Wigton Hall 
went to Allonby. Mary recorded 
her visit in a diary now deposited at 
Carlisle Archive, it is a fascinating 
insight into the social structure of this 
period and displays Mary’s strong 
character Below are some extracts-

19th Sept: “got up between six and 
seven and set off for Mr Matthews”. 
Unfortunately Mary’s coach was late 
and breakfast was finished when they 
arrived at Wigton Hall. Collecting 
Mary they continued on a “very rough 
and uneasy road…calling upon a Mrs 
Wethrall” on the way. Allonby was 
reached “in a little more than two 
hours over the commons the road 
being “very good”. However arriving 
at the “Younghusband House” beds 
were full “and after some altercations 
I was settled in a bed in the drawing 
room and Mary asleep in the next 
house. Mrs Harrington, Mrs Graves, 
Mr Mathers, Mr Thomlinson, Mr 
Duplay, a clergyman named Bird and 
Kitty Lowther were the company. Mr 
Salkeld, Mr Graves and Redman came 
just after played at cards and sparked 
a very disagreeable evening, left after 
supper and retired to write home by 
the servant who I am sending back in 
the morning”.

20th Sept: “Breakfasted in my own 
apartment until eleven, when I went 
to bathe in a very great swell in the lea, 
which worked quite into the machine 
(bathing machine), then when I got 
out I was not knee deep, but the water 
was warm…walked a little on the land 
afterwards, but a little change in the 
wind drove me in”.

21st Sept: “incessant storm, beat 
against the windows violently…no 
bathing”.

22nd Sept: “windy and rain when I 

went to bathe…the sea was unpleasant, 
spend the rest of morning in my own 
room”.

23rd Sept: “violent storm …
prevented bathing…cards in the 
evening”.

24th Sept: “Got up before 9am 
and bathed before breakfast…cold…
attempted to get a walk but drove 
in by a shower. Had a present of a 
starfish and piece of coarse coral from 
Ruth. Wrote to Mrs Robinson. Mrs 
Harryman’s came in the evening, 
stupid as usual, left the supper soon 
after 10”.

25th Sept: “Bathed before 10am, the 
only day bathing has been good since I 
came. Henry and I took a long walk…
and got among the tops just above the 
Old Salt Pans from whence we had a 
fine view…I was much fatigued and 
before sleep I was asked to dinner…
with Captain Brown from Wigton 
and the Harryman’s, the only tolerable 
cheerful day I have had since I came 
here, there was some singing and more 
cards than usual…eleven before I left 
the supper room”.

26th Sept: Much of the company 
left leaving- “ourselves, Mrs Graves 
and her sister, Miss Lowther and Miss 
Bird…I fear we shall spend a most 
disagreeable week with them…bathed 
at 2pm when weather clearer”.

27th Sept: “Mary unwell…walked 
about with Henry… a very sunshiny 
morning but a cold air from the 
north…bathed at 2pm sea beautifully 
clear and bright…Mr Bateman came 
and made the evening pleasanter, 
stayed up till 12pm there were cards 
after supper, he has taken the house 
at Linethwaite and is great raptures 
with it”.

28th Sept: Mary better, and up 
for breakfast, but I believe more of a 
compliment to Mr Bateman than her 
own inclination…got a very pleasant 
walk with Henry in the afternoon…sat 
myself all the evening and attempted 
to read”.

29th Sept: “Got a parcel of news 
from Ewanrigg (Ewanrigg Hall, 
Maryport) and saw the servant fall as 
he was mounting his horse, got a walk 
in the morning and evening, played 
Vintane after tea, bathed at 2pm”.

30th Sept: Walked…played Vintane 

till past eleven”.
1st Oct: Did not get up until 10am 

went for a walk with Henry as far as 
Dubmill, read newspapers all morning, 
went to see a Manta Ray they follow 
the herrings and are taken by the 
fishers. Mrs Harrison of Whitehaven 
came in the afternoon”.

2nd Oct: “Only Miss Harriman, 
Lowther and ourselves left…
unpleasant in the morning did not 
bathe…played cards in the afternoon 
and again won money in the evening 
which I will return as soon as I have 
had supper”. 

3rd Oct: Called at Ewanrigg saw 
Mrs Curwen, Mr Stanley, Miss Fanny, 
Christian and the children…dined…
went onto Flimby where we were 
received with open arms. Mrs Nelson 
and Miss Helen spend the day with 
us…Mary unwell at Ewanrigg and 
went to bed early”. 

4th Oct: “Spend the morning in 
conversation with Mrs Gaitson 
and Mrs Nelsons left them at 
2pm for Ewanrigg… Mrs Curwen, 
John Christian (Curwen) and two 
Henley’s there. Mrs Curwen very 
silent and reserved which made the 
visit unpleasant to me…returned to 
Allonby by moonlight…only three left 
to play cards...after 12pm when I got 
to bed”.

5th Oct: “Sunday had intended 
to go to church but heavy showers 
prevented this. Left Allonby got to 
Wigton in less than two hours rain all 
the way, very glad to find myself off as 
the place had been very disagreeable, 
found Mr Matthews at home…left at 
between four and five pm and got to 
Carlisle by 6pm found a good fire and 
everything very comfortable”. 

The following year Mary went to 
Blackpool.

Note: Mary Yates’s daughter in 
law Mary Matthews was married to 
Francis Aglionby MP whose statue 
stands in front of Carlisle Courts, 
Henry Bateman was Francis’s cousin. 
Both changed their name to Aglionby 
in accordance with a bequest. John 
Christian Curwen MP and wife 
Isabella owned Workington Hall. 
Sadly Henry, Mary’s youngest son died 
in 1801 at which Mary concluded her 
diary.

Days Gone Bye in Allonby

Looking down Skinburness village towards Grune Point when the 
bridge was good enough for stock to be herded across it and when Marsh 
House was in all its glory, quite a change compared to now.

Both of these pictures were provided by Ann Harrison from 
Skinburness village. The as now Silloth Green was always the centre of 
activity when something was organised in Silloth.



Associated British Ports 
(ABP) today announces it has 

reached an 
agreement with 
Fox Group 
(Fox) for the 
acquisition 
of its ports in 
Fleetwood and 
Silloth, subject 
to regulatory 
approvals. The 
acquisition 
provides a new, 
positive chapter 
for both ports, 
their users and 
the surrounding 
communities. 
For both ABP 
and Fox it 
represents 
a significant 
development in 
both companies’ 
strengthening of 
their respective 
business 
strategies.

Fox 
Jackson Ports, 
established for 
the acquisition, 
is part of Fox 
Group, a fourth-
generation, 
family-owned 

and northwest headquartered 
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Port of Silloth Sold to Fox!

Golden Dawn Nurseries
Nealhouse, Great Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6LH 

NOW OPEN  
Opening Times: 9:30am to 5pm Saturday and Sunday 

in March and April
t Seasonal bedding plants - annual / perennial
t Roses   t Veg plants   t Spring bulbs

t Lasagna Pots   t Compost 
Contact: 07748 647665   

w3w:       Spinners.Rails.Wacky

New Dentures Direct  |  FREE Consultations
Economical to Premium Range Dentures
All work carried out by the Clinical Dental 

Technician in the Denture Clinic

Tel: 01228 529128
Devonshire House Denture Solutions, 51 Spencer Street, Carlisle, CA1 1BB

www.devonshirehouselab.co.uk

The Solway Red Squirrel Group 
has been awarded a grant of £1,500 
by the operators of the Robin 
Rigg Windfarm to help support 
continued voluntary efforts to 
conserve local red squirrel numbers.

The grant was made by the 
Robin Rigg Community Fund 
which generously supports projects 
and organisations in the Solway 
area that benefit the environment 
or the local community. The fund 
is administered on both sides of 
the Solway by the Solway Firth 
Partnership.

The Solway Red Squirrel Group 
was formed in 2012 and oversees 
red squirrel conservation efforts 
across an area of approximately 
200 square miles. Through a team 
of dedicated field volunteers 
working in collaboration with local 
landowners and communities, 
the Group undertakes an all year 
round conservation programme of 
camera monitoring, supplementary 
feeding, recorded sightings and grey 

squirrel control. This is alongside 
educational talks and public events 
to raise awareness and support red 
squirrel conservation efforts both 
regionally and nationally. Their 
latest project aims to survey various 
pieces of woodland in and around 
the Silloth area to establish the 
extent of any squirrel presence and 
then hopefully create designated 
strongholds to provide safe areas 
for red squirrels to disperse to and 
become re-established. This follows 
on from a similar project which has 
already seen a small red squirrel 
population spread to woodland 
around Aspatria and Fletchertown.

Over the last 50 years there 
has been a dramatic decline in red 
squirrel numbers and the species 
is at serious risk of extinction in 
the UK if this continues. This 
decline is due to habitat loss and, 
in particular, competition from 
the invasive, non-native North 
American grey squirrel, first 
introduced to the UK in the late 
1870’s. The grey squirrel is larger 
and stronger than the red and 
better able to survive harsh weather 
and occasional food shortages. 
It breeds more successfully and 
can quickly out-compete the red 
squirrel for resources. The grey 
squirrel also carries a virulent 
disease (squirrel pox virus) to which 
the grey is immune but which is 
fatal to red squirrels and can rapidly 
kill whole populations. In addition 
to the devastating effect on red 
squirrel numbers, the grey squirrel 
is also responsible for extensive 
damage to UK woodland and tree 
planting by bark stripping. Figures 
show that grey squirrel damage 
costs the UK economy around £40 
million a year.

Marion Grave, Secretary of the 
Solway Red Squirrel Group, said 
“We are delighted to be awarded 
this grant and would like to thank 
the Robin Rigg Community 
Fund for their generous support. 
Hopefully, with their help, we 
can protect our remaining red 
squirrels and encourage their 
return to the wider Solway area. 
Until about 2010 red squirrels were 
regularly seen around Silloth and 
Skinburness and we would love to 
hear from anyone who did last see a 
red in those areas”. 

Reported sightings of any 
squirrels (red or grey) are always 
extremely helpful to the Group 
so please get in touch. Likewise if 
anyone would like an illustrated 
presentation on red squirrel 
conservation or a visit from the 
Group to a coffee morning or 
similar event to chat informally 
about red squirrels please 
contact us for details. Email : 
solwayredsquirrel@hotmail.co.uk. 
Mobile : 07990 723986 or find us 
on Facebook at Solway Red Squirrel 
Group.

Red Squirrel Grant Award

21 Eden Street, Silloth, CA7 4AD, T:  0747 399 7676
Email: hello@leckerbites.net      Web: www.leckerbites.net

For healthy pets and happy owners
YOUR NATURAL 

DOG & CAT FOOD SHOP IN SILLOTH 
THE POWER OF NATURE IN YOUR PET'S BOWL

Free delivery in Silloth

DJ Bee
by Charlie Watson from Holme St Cuthbert School

Silloth Rugby 
Club

Pop in when open 
or email:

secretarysillothrufc@ 
yahoo.co.uk

construction services, logistics and 
property group. It is acquiring the 
two ports in order to continue 
its sustainable growth trajectory, 
and specifically to support 
the movement of more of its 
aggregates via sea.

The ports of Fleetwood and 
Silloth have played a crucial role 
in the region for a number of 
years and Fox ownership will 
bring new opportunities for 
growth and investment, delivering 
wider benefits for the region.

Having recently celebrated 
the first anniversary of Fox 
Maritime, the Group’s stevedoring 
operations and shipping agency, 
based out of Lancaster’s Glasson 
Dock, they are further expanding 
their services as well as continuing 
on their journey of carbon 
reduction.

Paul Fox, CEO of Fox Group and Bryan Davies, 
Divisional Port Manager for North West England and 

Scotland, Associated British Ports



Friends of Silloth Green Gardening for Wildlife
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Why not have a go at re wilding an area of your 
garden? The easiest way is to let part of your lawn grow 
and see what develops. For more information visit www.
bluecampaignhub.com.

If you would like more information on our activities or 
would like to volunteer visit our Facebook page or come 
along to the Community Garden on Wednesday mornings 
at 10 o’clock.

Throughout the Spring & Summer we will be running 
Plant & Flower stalls, details of which will be posted on 
Facebook and on the Silloth-on-Solway Green notice board 
on Criffel Street.

Text: Caroline Turner, Photographs: Robert Beaden,Tom & Irene Brown, Judith Scott
Have you 

noticed the 
blue hearts in 
the woodland 
area near the 
Edwardian Toilets 
and wondered 
what they are all 
about? The BLUE 
campaign, started 
in 2014, identifies 
an area that is 
intentionally 
being rewilded 
and ‘gardened’ 
for wildlife to 
help restore our 
biodiversity.

Friends of the Green have been looking after this 
woodland area since 2019. The first task was to clear all 
the brambles and in the last five years we have gently 
managed the area for the benefit of insects and wildlife. 
We have installed bug hotels, a bird feeding station, a 
hedgehog house and a pond as well as planting native 
trees and shrubs all to support a wide variety of  insects, 
beetles and small mammals. (Pictures 2, 3, 4 & 5)

1

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

Gardening for the benefit of nature doesn’t mean a lack of 
colour. To support the naturally occurring plant life we have, 
over the years, planted a range of spring bulbs and flowers which 
provide an important early source of food for bees and other 
insects. We have sown wildflower seeds which will come back 
year after year and this Spring we have planted 100 Rosa Rugosa. 
An ideal shrub for a windy coastal area Rosa Rugosa has pollen 
rich flowers, provides shelter and habitat, has seeds for birds and 
makes a colourful wildlife hedge in Summer. (Pictures 6, 7 & 8)

The key to gardening for wildlife is not to over tidy. We 
leave plants to stand during the winter providing essential 
havens for insects and when we do tidy we leave the ‘waste’ 
stacked up making a perfect habitat for all kinds of wildlife.

(picture 9)



Dolly Partons’ Connection to Silloth part 1

Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to youPage 10 Issue 217 Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you Issue 217 Page 11

It has been quite a vast journey! 
At 55 years of age, I look back to the 
time when I first started loving the 
music and work of country music 
luminary Dolly Parton. 

Dolly has been entertaining the 
world for many decades and is still 
going strong. 

The most recent of her releases 
is a steer away from country music 
and a daring, yet highly successful 
venture into Rock Music! More 
about that later. 

As with any star, there are many 
stories, myths and tales about their 
celebrity. Here, I will give you the 
true picture. I have been lucky 
enough to meet the great Dolly 
Parton. 

I remember being brought up 
in poverty, in a small coal mining 
town on the west coast of Cumbria. 
A religious cult was part of my 
background which I managed to 
break free from at 19 years old. 

Like any other youngster, I had 
dreams and aspirations. Although at 

Report by UK Superfan Joe Skelly 
who lives in Skinburness

the early stages the cult life restricted 
these to nothing. The chance to 
break away and deprogramme was 
a challenge and rocky path. Part of 
that was to do things I would never 
have been allowed to. The adoration 
of a country music star was likened 
to idol worship in the eyes of a 
religion I needed to escape from. 

The getting away or breaking 
away is another story and I think it 
will be great to share another time. 
The point here is, breaking away 
allowed me to follow my interests 
and rub shoulders in the future with 
music royalty. 

In 1982, Dolly released a 
Greatest Hits album which intrigued 
me. Never had I heard such a crisp, 
stripped-down, angelic-like voice. 
I remember first hearing the song 
‘Old Flames...Can’t Hold a Candle 
to You’ and just thinking “wow”. The 
album itself was re-issued at some 
point whereupon her fantastic duet 
with Kenny Rogers “Islands in the 
Stream” replaced another song from 
the original entitled ‘Hard Candy 
Christmas’. That’s a song that’s 
become a firm favourite with me and 

definitely 
features high 
in my top 10 
Dolly tracks 
of all time. 

‘Hard 
Candy 
Christmas’ 
is often 
referred to as 
a Christmas 
song. It’s not. 
Taken from 
one of the 
movies and 
written with 
“hard times” 
in mind, it 
has made it a 

firm favourite with myself and other 
fans alike. 

Dolly had moved from the 
backwoods Appalachian Mountains 
of East Tennessee to Nashville. 
Meeting her future husband Carl 
Dean outside the local launderette. 
They were married May 30th, 1966, 
and yes – have been totally devoted 
and together ever since. 

The first album Dolly released 
was called ‘Hello, I’m Dolly’ in 
September of 1967 – some two years 
before I was born. There had been 
other demo style releases prior to 
this however, ‘Hello, I’m Dolly’ was 
officially No 1 release in the Dolly 
back catalogue. 

Dolly signed with Monument 
records back in 1965 and they 
wanted to market her as a 
bubblegum pop singer. The squeaky, 
high pitch vocals became their focus 
for pop releases. 

Dolly kicked back at this – Dolly 
Parton became country. 

There was a syndicated TV 
show at the time called ‘The 
Porter Wagoner’, show. Dolly was 
introduced as the new regular 

girl singer on this show. The two 
became a heavily featured and highly 
regarded duo within the country 
music scene and released 13 full 
studio albums, 15 compilation 
albums and 21 singles during their 
recording time together. A very 
notable song ‘Jeannie’s Afraid of the 
Dark’ came from the album ‘Just the 
Two of Us’ and is so haunting and 
moving – it gives me shivers even 
today. 

Wagoner was quite a controlling 
character and even though Dolly had 
expressed her wishes to go separate 
and pursue a solo career, he was 
inclined to make it hard and put 
obstacles in the way. 

Dolly did, indeed make the break 
and although the relationship had 
become strained, she still felt the 
need to express her appreciation for 
the man that had somewhat helped 
to fuel Dolly’s career. 

It was from this situation that 
the song ‘I Will Always Love You’ 
was born in 1974. Dolly wrote this to 
tell Porter Wagoner how she really 
felt – communication had broken 
down and this was the only way to 
get the message across. 

The song was very much loved 
by Elvis Presley. Elvis wanted to 
record this and arranged a meeting 
with Dolly to start plans to do so. 
The project sadly never materialized 
because then Presley manager, 
Colonel Tom spoiled the chances. 
He demanded half the publishing 
rights to the song which of course 
Dolly declined. When telling the 
story today Dolly will liken her self-
penned songs to her children - “she 
needs them to support her when she 
gets old”. Therefore, Elvis was never 
allowed to record and release the 
song. 

Dolly has never had any children 
herself.

Amazing Fine Art Prizewinning Drawing

Report by: James Bridges
Silloth artist Julie Emary has had 

a piece of her artwork selected as a 
finalist in a prestigious International 
Art Competition. 

The Derwent Art Prize 2024 is 
organised by Lake District company 
Derwent Pencils who have been 
manufacturing high quality pencils 
in the Lakes for over 150 years. 

The competition is now in its 
7th edition and in this time has 
attracted internationally artists from 
75 countries and over 20,000 entries, 
highlighting the very best of 2D and 
3D artworks created in pencil. 

Julies entry is called “What 
the cat brought in” and is 1 of just 
69 pieces that were selected out of 
thousands of entries.

All finalists will have their work 
on display to the general public from 
the 4th - 14th of April at gallery@ 
OXO in London located in the 
culturally rich area of the South 
Bank. A private viewing will take 
place on the 3rd April when all the 
winners will be announced with 
prizes totalling £13,000. 

You can view all the finalists 

work and have you say by voting for 
your favourite artist in the category 
of the Peoples Choice award at www.
derwentartprize-exhibition.com and 
follow all the news and updates on 
their social media links below:
#DerwentArtPrize
Facebook: @DerwentArtPrize 
Instagram:@DerwentArtPrize

Good Luck Julie!

‘What the Cat brought in’ by Julie Emary

On the 3rd March, Silloth 
RNLI station held a church service, 
to mark 200 years of the RNLI. 
The service was to commemorate 
past volunteers, celebrate today’s 
volunteers and inspire some new 
volunteers for the future of the 
station.

The service was led by Mrs 
Margaret Gate, our station chaplain. 
Margaret gave a reading by Sir 
William Hillary, the founder of 
the RNLI, and an account of the 
four local volunteer firemen who 
sacrificed their lives 67 years ago at 
Grune Point. There were readings 
by two of volunteers including an 
update of the station. 

It was lovely to see family 

Report by: Lesley Hope
Chair of Fundraising
Photo by: Arran De Mello

Silloth RNLI 
Celebrates 200 

Years of Service

members of those four men attend 
the service and in return for them 
to see a beautiful wooden carving of 
the four men in their boat, that the 
local woodcarving group have kindly 
made for the station. It is hoped 
to display the carving in the RNLI 
shop, for all to see. After the service, 
refreshments were served and people 
had time to chat and meet our crew 
and fundraisers. 

Thank you Margaret, the 
Churches Together team and 
everyone who attended and 
supported us on the day. 

More events will be taking place 
over the year to celebrate the RNLI’s 
200th birthday, these events will 
be advertised here in the Solway 
Buzz and posters around the town 
nearer the time of the event. We look 
forward to seeing you there.

Dolly in 1987

Joe with Dolly Parton
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Carlisle Embroidery are generously donating a Solway 
Buzz embroidered Kids Rucksack to the winner. This is 
in addition to the usual Winners Certificate and a £5 
Gift Voucher from the Solway Buzz.
So, come on kids, get drawing, the Buzz is always 
looking for more imaginative bees and yours might be 
the next winner. Local children return your drawing 
to your school or post to the address on page 14 
(large stamp) and a quality Solway Buzz embroidered 
Rucksack from Carlisle Embroidery could be yours.
You don’t have to be at school here to send a bee to us.
If you are here on holiday we would love to have your 
bee drawing. 

This month the 
winner is Annie 
Sessford from 
Holm Cultram 
Abbey School 
with a bee 
drawing called  
‘The Rainbow 
Bee’. 
Well done!

Masthead Bee Winner

Remember – you can join the library, search 
the library catalogue, renew and request books 

online at cumbria.gov.uk/libraries
Visit Silloth Library in the Discovery Centre

Non-Commercial Tourism Websites
solwaybuzz.co.uk
sillothgreen.co.uk

silloth-on-solway.co.uk
sillothgolfclub.co.uk
vintagerally.co.uk

sillothmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk
silloth-on-solway-tc.gov.uk

visitcumbria.com/wc/silloth
soldiersinsilloth.co.uk

solwayplain.co.uk/silloth1.htm
facebook.com/sillothgreen

facebook.com/silloth-carnival
facebook.com/groups/121042258051545 (Silloth Today)

Silloth Library Opening Times
Monday 10am to 4pm Tuesday CLOSED
Wed 10am to 4pm Thursday CLOSED
Friday 10am to 4pm Saturday 10am to 1pm

Sunday closed Tel: 016973 31944

Do you have 
a poem or 

letter for the 
buzz? 

We welcome 
all submissions, 

there is no 
charge. 
Please 

remember 
to include 

your contact 
information.

Buzzing Letters and Poems

We are looking for a 
volunteer to deliver 

the Solway Buzz 
(community paper) 

for this area,  
25 houses.

If you would like to 
help Contact Peter
on 0750 180 5775

Can You 
Help?

Do You Get the 
Solway Buzz?

If the Buzz paper does not fly 
through your letter box in the areas 
we cover, it is because we have not 

found a volunteer.
If you would like to join our hive of 
volunteers we would be pleased to 

hear from you, call Peter  
on 0750 180 5775 for more info.

Dear Buzz,

I thought miracles did not 
exist, but have I actually 
seen one?
Would you believe that work 
has started on the building 
at Causewayhead cemetery? 
Just let us hope it gets 
completed.
Maybe lightning might 
strike twice and we get the 
lampposts sorted as well.
Watch that sky and keep 
your safety helmet handy.
You just never know.

The Whinge

Family Ties by Judy Rochester

Days when we were children
Laughter in the sun
Each one a precious memory
When life could be such fun.

But how time flies
The years come and go
Good times - sad times
We go with the flow.

Many years have passed
As we grow old and grey
We must count our blessings
Together - day by day.

Family ties are precious
Keep them safe and warm
So come what may in the future
Together we will face the storm.

Snowdrops by Sophia Lodhi

Drifting through the air, they drop:
Snowflakes in descent…
Glinting, crystal seeds of thought –
Settling on the earth.
 
In frosty soil, they find their home:
Magically, they melt…
Sleeping, sparkling ‘neath the loam –
Nestling as they rest.

February is a month of change:
A foretoken of spring…
Now, we see white, nodding flowers –
Happy, welcoming…..

Our countryside is blessed with hope:
Snowdrops… pure, fresh, new –
Grow where winter once did fall:
Ice-pearls become dawn’s dew.

Ambition by Mrs Jennifer Bailey

I’m waiting to be “discovered” 
‘Cos everyone says I should be, 
I sit up and write way into the night
Then my eyes sag so much I can’t see! 

I’m waiting to be “discovered” 
My mind’s all fired up to compose,
The ideas just flow, where from I don’t 
know
But it has to be poems not prose! 

I’m STILL waiting to be “discovered” 
My fame is taking it’s time, 
The powers that be aren’t noticing me
And that quite frankly’s a crime!! 

Walking the Dogs by Mrs Jennifer Bailey

Lizzie, Jane, Penny and Pop
Started to run and just couldn’t stop. 
They ran down the lane and into the river
Where tadpoles and fish went slither and slither. 

They all had a swim and then to get dry
They lay in the sun and each opened one eye, 
“I can see clouds” said Penny to Jane
“Come on” said Pop “Let’s go in again”. 

Liz had decided enough was enough
And said that she couldn’t do more of that stuff, 
She rolled and she wriggled all tickly and wet
And said ”Aren’t you all ready for going home yet?“

Beckfoot

Greenrow
Meadows

We are looking for a 
volunteer to deliver 

the Solway Buzz 
(community paper) 

for this area,  
25 houses.

If you would like to 
help Contact Peter
on 0750 180 5775

Can You 
Help?

Answers to page 15 crossword
Queen Bee

by Fellicity Hewitt from Holm Cultram Abbey School



Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you Issue 217 Page 13

Is Your Holiday Booking Real?

Open: Sat & Sun 1pm to 4pm
For weekday admission phone:  

016973 31246
Admission: FREE Donations welcome
Criffell St, Silloth, CA7 4BZ

www.soldiersinsilloth.co.uk

Soldiers in Silloth

To
y 

 

Sol
di

er
s

Fantastic for Families!

Contact: Denise on  
07799 708465

Meet Denise on
Saturdays in

Silloth Rugby Club  
at 8:30am or 10am
everyone welcome

Tractor Bee
by Ryan Taylor

from Holme St Cuthbert School

 

Whatever your  
furnishing needs, ring 
Irene on 016973 31836
or 07902 805196, Email:

armstrongi@btinternet.com

Cushions  
 & 
Covers

Upholstery, Blinds, 
Curtains, etc.

Many people’s thoughts are 
turning to their next break or 
their big summer holiday. Sadly, 
as with many ways we spend our 
money, fraudsters may look to 
exploit people in this area of life. 
That’s why our partners at Get Safe 
Online are offering their tips on 
keeping free of fraud when looking 
for some time away - and we’re 
reproducing them here to help you 
stay safe.

 Most of us look forward 
to an annual holiday or short 
break. Many people find and 
book these online. The trouble is, 
fraudsters love the internet. They 
use fake websites, listings, emails, 
advertisements, social media posts 
and texts – and also phone calls 
– to trick you into paying for a 
holiday or other travel to a holiday 
that doesn’t exist.

To help save you from losing 
your holiday and your money, look 
at these tips on safely searching 
and booking holidays - and travel 
with confidence. Advice to steer 
you clear of fraud. Thoroughly 
research your package holiday, 
flight, accommodation, cruise, 
pilgrimage or other break or travel 
to make sure it’s authentic. Be 
wary of unusually cheap holidays 
or flights, as well as high deposits. 
Check that accommodation 
actually exists by finding it 
on Google Maps and looking 
for independent reviews and 
recommendations. Make sure 

there’s a phone 
number and call 
the owner or agent 
directly to try to find 
out if the person you’re 
booking the holiday 
with is authorised to 
sell it to you. If the 
number isn’t provided, 
email and request it. 
Ask questions to see if 
they have knowledge 
of the area. Check reviews on 
TripAdvisor or similar sites.

 If you’re booking 
accommodation via Airbnb, 
always keep communications and 
payment on the Airbnb platform - 
and don’t be tempted off it as this 
may indicate an attempt at fraud. 
Read Airbnb’s safety advice for 
guests. Never pay by bank transfer 
to a company or person you 
haven’t had personal experience 
of buying from previously. If it’s 
a fraud, you may never get your 
money back. Paying by credit card 
means more chance of getting your 
money back if something goes 
wrong. Check that travel agents 
and tour operators you book 
holidays and travel through are 
members of trade associations such 
as ABTA or ATOL, by checking on 
these bodies’ websites

Enter the address of the 
website you plan to book a holiday 
through, at www.getsafeonline.org/
checkawebsite to check if it is likely 
to be legitimate or fraudulent. 

Check terms and 
conditions prior 
to making any 
payment. Before 
paying online or 
providing any 
confidential details, 
type in the website 
address you know to 
be correct (instead 
of following a link) 
and ensure the 

payment page is secure (begins 
with ‘https’ and has a locked 
padlock in the browser window 
frame). Keep confirmations and 
payment receipts and check bank / 
credit card statements for irregular 
entries

 What to do if you have been 
the victim of fraud. The first thing 
you should do if you’ve been a 
victim of fraud is to contact Action 
Fraud. You can report a fraud via 
their online fraud reporting tool, 
or by calling them on 0300 123 
2040. 

If there is a crime being 
committed right now or if you 
are in danger you should call the 
police on 999. If debit or credit 
cards, online banking or cheques 
are involved, your first step should 
be to contact your bank or credit 
card company. If you have any 
friends or family who you feel 
would benefit from receiving this 
newsletter, please direct them to 
our website where they can sign 
up.



Dates for Your DiaryCopy date for the 
May issue is:

1st week April
If you have an event 
to promote or you 

have something to say, 
please note the  
next copy date.

Copy
Date
Please let us know 

of any changes 
within this section

Proprietor:
Peter McRobert
Barn Cottage
Skinburness, CA7 4RA
Tel: 0750 180 5775
Email: 
office@solwaybuzz.co.uk

Editorial Content
This is down to you, we can 
only publish items if you send 
them to us.
When sending articles in, 
please supply a contact name 
and number in case something 
requires clarification. 
Published by: Peter McRobert 
with the support of the whole 
community and an army of 
volunteers.

Production Team

For baptisms and other church 
related business please 

contact: Rev Bryan Rothwell
The Vicarage, Wigton Road

Tel: 016973 31413

Christ Church

Please tell us 
when your group 
starts or stops, 
so we can let 

everyone know

Silloth Tennis Club
For coaching information call 
David Wise on 0742 547767

Operated by Cumbria County 
Council. Tel: 01228 606060

Maryport Tip, tel 01900 66922 
open daily 8am to 6pm

Wigton Tip, tel 016973 45617
open Tuesday, Thursday, 

Saturday & Sunday, 8am to 6pm

Civic Amenity Sites

Errors do occur in Dates 
for the Diary. Please check 
before attending an event.

Send Your Bees 
to the Solway 

Buzz
There is a Bee 

Shortage!
We Need Yours!

Please note that articles, 
letters and virtually all 
content of the Solway 

Buzz are contributed by 
YOU, the local community. 

The Editor reserves the 
right to control what is 
included, however, no 

responsibility whatsoever 
for the content of the 
Solway Buzz can be 

accepted by the Editor, or 
the Publishers.
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Cash Machines
Are available on Solway Street 
at both the Spar and CO-OP 
supermarkets. Cash is also 

available at Winters Post Office

Silloth RNLI Shop

Every Monday from 1:30–
4:30pm in Blencogo Village 

Hall where members help each 
other. Refreshments provided, 

regular outings, tel 016973 
61158 or 61327

Blencogo Art Group

Causewayhead WI
We meet on the 2nd 

Wednesday in each month 
at 2pm in Christ Church and 

visitors are welcome Have You 
Sent in 

Your Dates 
yet?

Silloth Library
Open Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday 10am to 4pm
Saturday 10am to 1pm

0303 333 1234
cumbria.gov.uk/libraries

Abbeytown Choir
Meet in the Abbey:

Adult Choir Tuesdays 6-7pm
Children’s Choir 

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30pm
All welcome!

March
20th Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

26th Blencogo and District 
Garden Club AGM, in Blencogo 
Village Hall at 7:30pm, contact 
Linda on 07538 027936

27th Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

28th Mawbray Village Hall 
Monthly Quiz 7:30pm

30th Easter Egg Hunt at 
Abbeytown Church 2pm to 4pm

April
8th Silloth Town Council 
meeting in the Community Hall 
at 7pm

9th Holme Low Parish 
Council meeting in Silloth 
Community Hall at 7:30pm

13th Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Morning in 
Christ Church at 10am

13th Mawbray Film Club 
presents The Painted Veil
see advert

20th St Matthews Church 
Soup Lunch at Westnewton 
Village Hall, Noon to 2pm, £5

24th Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

25th Mawbray Village Hall 
monthly quiz @ 7:30pm, £2
see advert

May
1st Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

2nd Wigton Theatre Club 
presents Kathryn Roberts and 
Sean Lakeman. Details & times 
on Ticket Source

10th Soul & Motown 
Weekend at Stanwix Park
see advert

11th Soul & Motown 
Weekend at Stanwix Park
see advert

11th Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Morning in 
Christ Church at 10am

12th Mawbray Village Hall 
Annual Spring Plant and Craft 
Fair 10am - 4pm

12th Soul & Motown 
Weekend at Stanwix Park
see advert

13th Silloth Town Council 
meeting in the Community Hall 
at 7pm

18th Mawbray Village Hall 
Film Club - Details to follow

22nd Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

26th Kirkbride Airfield 
Open Day and Fly-In

26th Silloth Green Day 
Weekend on the green
see advert

27th Silloth Green Day 
Weekend on the green
see advert

29th Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

Every Thursday from 2 to 4pm 
in Culterham Hall, £4 per 

session includes refreshments.
Just come along.

Mawbray NIA Group

July
6th Firebird Festival on 
Silloth Green, see advert

7th Firebird Festival on 
Silloth Green, see advert

13th Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Morning in 
Christ Church at 10am

13th Holme Cultram 
Abbey Strawberry Teas
noon to 4pm

14th Holme Cultram 
Abbey Strawberry Teas
noon to 4pm

20th Silloth Vintage Rally 
on Silloth Green

21st Silloth Vintage Rally 
on Silloth Green

24th Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

27th Soul On The Green 
11am to 8pm, see advert

31st Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

Buy tickets via our website or 
call the Box Office:  

07977 835094

Wigton Theatre Club

June
2nd Wigton Theatre Club 
presents Bryony Griffith and 
Alice Jones. Details & times on 
Ticket Source

8th Silloth & District 
Pensioners Coffee Morning in 
Christ Church at 10am

19th Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

26th Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

28th Ragnarock IX at 
Silloth Rugby Club, see advert

29th Silloth Pride on 
Silloth Green

29th Ragnarock IX at 
Silloth Rugby Club, see advert

30th Ragnarock IX at 
Silloth Rugby Club, see advertSilloth Parkrun

Meet on the Promenade beside 
the Tennis Courts at 9am every 

Saturday morning

Solway Woodcarvers
Every Monday and Wednesday 
evening at Silloth Community 

Hall from 7pm onwards

Monday Craft Club
Silloth Community Hall 10 - 

11:30am every Monday. Bring 
your current project, exchange 
ideas, chat and have a cuppa

China Painting
Every Friday at Silloth 

Community Hall. 2pm to 4pm.  
All welcome.

Sewing Group
Every other Thursday at Silloth 

Community Hall.  12 – 4pm.  
All abilities welcome.

Family History Grp
Tuesdays at Silloth Community 

Hall from 6 – 8.30pm. Bring 
along your own research and 

meet fellow genealogists

Badminton
Abbeytown Badminton Club 

meet on Wednesday evenings, 
check details on their facebook 

page, £5 per night

August
14th Silloth Convalescent 
Home League of Friends coffee 
morning in Christ Church at 
10am

21st Silloth Nursing 
Home/League Of Friends 
coffee morning in Christ 
Church at 10am

25th Silloth Carnival on 
Silloth Green

September
5th Silloth Music Festival 
in a Giant Marquee on Silloth 
green

6th Silloth Music Festival 
in a Giant Marquee on Silloth 
green

7th Silloth Music Festival 
in a Giant Marquee on Silloth 
green

8th Silloth Music Festival 
in a Giant Marquee on Silloth 
green

Shop Opening Times
Open weekends only until 

Easter when we will be open 
7 days

Our Shop is staffed by 
Volunteers and may not be 

open at the advertised time. 
We apologise for any 

inconvenience.

Good Companions
Have a coffee morning / fund-

raiser on the first Monday each 
month from 10:30 to 11:30am.
£2 entry for refreshments plus 
tombola, raffle and cake sale.

13th APRIL

Banking Hub
Maryport Banking Hub is 

operated by the Post Office on 
Senhouse Street as follows:

Monday: NatWest
Tuesday: HSBC

Wednesday: Halifax
Thursday: TSB
Friday: Barclays

August cont’d
26th Silloth Carnival on 
Silloth Green

MAWBRAY VILLAGE HALL
FILM CLUB
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Can You Find Your Way Through The Maze?

Across

1 Flagrant (7)
5 Hillock (5)
8 Compass bearing (5)
9 Type of biscuit (4,3)
10 Replies (7)
11 Killed (5)
12 Occur (6)
14 Fired (6)
18 Odour (5)
20 Skilled worker (7)
22 Gods and goddesses (7)
23 Possibly (5)
24 Crop (5)
25 Fingerless gloves (7)

Down

1 Below (7)
2 Scare (anag.) (5)
3 Accomplish (7)
4 Song bird (6)
5 Thrills (5)
6 Remote parts of Australia (7)
7 Gain knowledge (5)
13 Exact (7)
15 Endeavour (7)
16 Perils (7)
17 Kidnapper's demand (6)
18 Unfortunately (5)
19 Owner of a Scottish estate (5)
21 Characteristic manner (5)

Answers on page 12
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These adverts really 
do work!

Denture Repairs

Firewood 

Advertise Here!
in the Tradesmens Section

 only £203 
for a full year

or a 6.5cm box for 

only £358.20 
for a full year

(Pay over 10 months at £35.82 per month)

Cleaning Services

Chimney Sweep

Electricians

Addison Orthodontics
Dental Repair Service
54 Esk Street
Silloth, t: 016973 32208

Seasoned Firewood Logs
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Tel: Ashley Sharp
016973 31495 or 07762 772208

Ian the Electrician
your local connection
Over 30 years experience

Friendly and reliable service

Mob: 07727 127000
Tel: 016973 23420

All domestic installations
Inspection and testing
Maintenance & repairs

Plumbers
KMG Plumbing & Heating
Gas, LPG, Oil, Solar  
& Solid Fuel systems
Experienced and Local
Tel: 01900 881462
Mob: 07590 522621

Roofers

PM Roofing 
Specialists

Proprietor Peter McKie, Established 1980

Tel: 01228 548591  or  Mob: 07931 362163  
or  07833 305647  or  07534 050007

No job too big or small • uPVC Guttering, Facias & Soffits
• Re-slating   • Tiling  • Chimney Stacks

• Flat Roofing Specialists (Firestone rubber cover & GRP 
Fibreglass with 30 year guarantee)

Insurance Claims   *   Free Estimates

Maryport: 01900 813517
Whitehaven: 01946 313103

Mobile: 07518 454396

Slating & Tiling • Velux Window Installations
 Repairs • Lead Work • Flat Roofing Specialist  

Fascias & Guttering • Storm Damage
Insurance Work • Free Estimates and Free Advice

www.allerdaleandedenroofingservices.co.uk 

M Taylor
Plumbing & Gas Central 
Heating Engineer
Gas Safe Registered
Tel: 016973 32672
Mob: 07773 069856

S c o t t s  V a l e t i n g

All work fully insured 
Call for a quote 

Scott: 07971 399819
E: scottsvaleting@hotmail.com

Caravan Cleaning 
Deck Cleaning 

Gutters cleaned 
Ceramic Coating 

Mono Block Cleaned
Driveway Cleaned 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaned 

McDermott
Chimney Sweep

Mob: 07878 147444

Fire Service & Refurbishment
Fully Insured

APPROVED

REGISTERED MEMBER

The Institute of Chimney Sweeps



Addison Orthodontics
016973 32208

Allerdale & Eden Roofing
01900 813517

Christine’s Taxis
07917 564583

D A Harrison
016973 42277

Devonshire House Dentures
01228 529128

Fairydust Emporium
016973 31787

Golden Dawn Nurseries
07748 647665

Green View / Stella’s
016973 31743

Hair She Goes
07857 989358

Harrisons Store Ltd
016973 61231

Ian the Electrician
07727 127000

J Hill & Sons Undertakers
016973 42635

Jaybees
016973 31245

KMG Plumbing & Heating
07590 522621

Lecker Bites
07473 997676

McDermott Chimney Sweep
07878 147444

Mike Taylor Plumbing
07773 069856

Mrs Wilson’s
016973 31155

No. 17 Delicious
016973 32458

P Scott Carpets
016973 31224

PM Roofing Specialists
07931 362163

Queens B & B
016973 31373

Scotts Valeting
07971 399819

Seasoned Firewood Logs
07762 772208

S.O.S.C.S.
016973 32452

Slimming World (Denise)
07799 708465

Stanwix Park
016973 32666

The Charity Shop
016973 31696

Upholstery, Irene Armstrong
  016973 31836

West Silloth Motors
016973 32833

Wheyrigg Hall Hotel
016973 61242

White Heather Hotel
016973 51373

Solway Buzz 
Phone Book

This section recognises those whose financial help keeps the Solway Buzz going. 
If you wish to contribute in this way without taking an advert, please contact the 

Buzz, it costs only £52 a year.

Useful Phone Numbers
Age Concern Home Safety Scheme  
   0800 678 1602
Age UK 01900 844670
Allerdale B. Council 03031 231702
Chemist, Silloth: 016973 31394
Church Catholic 01900 814826
Community Grants: 01900 325013
Crime Stoppers: 0800 555111
Dentist, Alma Terrace: 016973 31270
Dentist, Emergency: 01228 603900
Doctor:  016973 31309
Doctor CHOC service 03000 247 247
NHS    111
First Responders can only be called by the

 Ambulance service, call: 999
Electricity Power Cut 105
Gas:   0800 111 999
Highways Hot Line 0300 303 2992
Hospital:  01228 523444
Holme St. Cuthbert School, Mawbray: 
    01900 881242
Holm Cultram Abbey CofE School
Abbeytown:  016973 61261
MP, Mark Jenkinson: 01900 876189
Neighbourhood Forum: 01900 325013
Police:   101
Quakers, Wigton: 01228 523174
Register Office, Wigton: 0300 373 3730
Samaritans:   01228 544444
Silloth Community School: 
    016973 31234
Silloth Library 016973 31944
Silloth Nursery & Junior School: 
    016973 31243
Silloth Post Office 016973 31323 
Silloth Town Clerk: 016973 31128
Silloth Tourist Information Centre: 
    016973 31944
Solway Buzz: 016973 32180
Paragon Vet: 01228 710208 
Millcroft Vet: 016973 23898
Waste Disposal Dept: 01900 702800
Water LeakLine: 0800 330033

Water & Waste Problems 0345 6723723
West Cumbria Carers 01900 821976

Please, let us know what you want included

Advertisers 
entries 

are 
always

Free
in 

the
Phone 
Book

Solway Buzz - local news - for you - by you - about you - free to you Issue 217 Page 17

Waver Wine Circle

Please help us to help them

THE GOOD 
CAUSES 

CHARITY SHOP

Closed Mondays

1 Queen’s Court, Criffel Street, 
Silloth

Contact: Denise Poland 
on 07999 752713

Silloth on Solway 
Community Shop
* Local people working for local 

causes
* All proceeds go back into the 

community
* Please continue donating

S.O.S.C.S.

Open every day
10am to 3:30pm

Tel: 32452
S.O.S.C.S.

12 Criffel Street, Silloth

Report by: Stuart Jones
Oh what a night it was - it really was such a night !
With four apologies (Neil, Becky, Terrance and 

Margaret) Bill welcomed all to our Valentine’s  Day 
evening of a DIY Wine and Cheese evening. It was 
so enjoyable to get the grey matter stirred with the 
endless supply of Graham and Janet’s quizzes. 

Laughter and merriment continued throughout 

the evening which made an enormous change from 
the disasters being reported throughout the world. 
Let’s have much more laughter !

Thank you again Graham and Janet for providing 
the lovely polyanthus as prizes. Even to the wooden 
spooners!  

The draw prize gifted by Stella was won by 
Graham.
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First Wheat Cargo of  the Year for Silloth
Report & Photos by: 
John Forrester
More coverage of shipping at 
Silloth can be found at www.
cumbriashipphotos.weebly.com

January saw a new ship visit 
the port carrying a cargo of 
German wheat. The general cargo 
vessel, TRUFFALDINO, with a 
name associated with a colourful 
Italian harlequin is one of a fleet of 
more than thirty vessels operated 
by a Lithuanian company. A 
sister ship, TROUBADOUR had 
called at Silloth last year. The 
fleet comprises several ships with 
names following the same theme, 
for example, MINSTREL and 
JONGLEUR.

TRUFFALDINO, carrying the 
first grain delivery of the year, had 
loaded in the Baltic port of Vierow 
in the far north of Germany. The 
3,000 ton capacity ship was built 
in 1999 to a design typical of those 
calling at Silloth. The sailing took 
twelve days, much longer than 
would be expected for the route. 
Maybe she was ahead of schedule 
as, after passing through the Kiel 
Canal, she dropped anchor for four 
days before continuing towards 
her destination via the English 
Channel.

The ship is registered in 

Kingstown, the capital of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, one 
of the Caribbean island chain. The 
colourful national flag flying from 
the ship’s stern brightened up a 
grey winter’s afternoon as the ship 
passed by. 

Amongst the onlookers were a 
group who introduced themselves 
as regular readers of this page. 
Photographers were pleased to 
answer their queries about the 
approaching ship and its cargo. 
One local lady had included the 
dockside walk as part of her 60th 
birthday celebration - now that’s 
dedication!

There were busy scenes at the 
quayside as the pilot and master 
turned the vessel and brought her 
alongside. The ship was quickly 
tied-up and made ready for the 
grab crane to start unloading. In 
addition, there appeared to be a 
crew changeover about to happen 
as a group of seaman waited on the 
quayside ready to board ship and 
begin their duties. 

All in all, an interesting 
afternoon at the waterfront.
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xxx

Silloth Tide Tables

Times shown in UTC. Add 1 hour for British Summer Time.

The Queens  
Bed & Breakfast

En-suite rooms  
Sea Views ~ WiFi
Call: 016973 31373   
Mob: 07753 859403

email:
moregainus@gmail.com

web:
bedandbreakfast-silloth.co.uk

1 Park Terrace 
Silloth, CA7 4DQ

January/February Shipping at the Docks
Report by: Capt Tim Riley, 
Harbour Master, Short Sea Pilot

Silloth had four vessel calls 
during January, our old faithful 
Zapadnyy with 2,000 tonnes of 
Molasses was followed by two 
vessels from the Wilson fleet, the 
Aveiro which was a maiden call 
here during my time in the saddle 
and the Dordrecht who has visited 
before. Both vessels were carrying 
fertiliser.

The Truffalino carrying 3,000 
tonnes of German grain in two 
grades for the mill, scraped in at 
the end of the month after a very 
hectic couple of days digging on 
the beach to create a channel for 
her to get in due to the recent 
strong South Westerly gales piling 
nearly four metres of sand in the 
entrance.

Further digging will follow to 
allow the Zapadnyy to return early 
in February.

Overall, a good start to the 
year and looking forward to 
further vessels over the coming 
weeks.

There has been no further 
advancement on the coastal 
footpath works by Cumbria 
County Council and ABP have not 
progressed any further with their 
slow attempts at getting the public 
car park arrangements finalised.

Hope you all stayed safe during 
the recent strong winds which 
reached 78mph here at the dock, 
which is an official Hurricane force 
wind strength.

Silloth was visited in February 
by the Zapadnyy carrying the 
normal Molasses cargo, with a 
slight bump on the sand and a 
short stop between tides awaiting 
refloating, she ended up staying 
almost two weeks in the end whilst 
she was checked out by various 
entities. 

She was followed shortly after 
by a further cargo of molasses 
coming in on the Kaprifol, a 
new one for us here in Silloth. A 
product tanker with double skin 
hull and all the pipes and fittings 
on deck, she looked a busy ship. 
She handled well coming in and 
again heading out, however her 

pumps and the cargo were a little 
slow due to the heavier grade of 
molasses carried.

Whilst these vessels were 
visiting, we had a digger down on 
the beach clearing the entrance of 
sand and gravel and hopefully that 
will be the last time for a couple 
of months as we head into March 
and some easterly breezes.

With the summer getting 
slowly closer it’s good to see a bit of 
snow on the tops, looking forward 
to some summer sun soon.

January 
1st Zapadnyy with a cargo of 
Molasses from Felixstowe then on 

to Gdansk. 
10th Wilson Aveiro with a 
cargo of AN Fertiliser from Riga 
then on to Swansea. 
25th Wilson Dordrecht with 
a cargo of AS Fertiliser from 
Antwerp then on to Ayr. 
30th Truffaldino with a cargo 
of GE Wheat from Vierow then to 
sea for orders.

February 
10th Zapadnyy with a cargo of 
Molasses from Bremen then on to 
Latvia. 
27th Kaprifol with a cargo of 
Molasses from Zeebrugge then on 
to Svelgen.

Photo by: Jim Scott

Silloth On Solway 
Junior Section

Natterjacks

On Saturday mornings, Tom McNeil the Assistant Professional, 
holds coaching sessions on the Practice Ground. This coaching is open to 
anyone and clubs are provided. So, if you know a junior that would like to 
try golf please get in touch with Tom. Please contact Tom in the Pro Shop 
on 016973 32404, to book a slot. 

INFORMATION ON THE NATTERJACKS
If you know of any junior that is interested in golf and would like to 

find out more information or have a chat, please message Peter Ellwood 
on 07480 51320 with your name and the name of your junior.

We are 
pleased to 
announce that 
at the Junior 
AGM Lexi 
Hagan was 
appointed 
Junior Captain 
and James 
Wareing was 
appointed 
Junior Vice-
Captain.

Report by: 
Angela Ellwood

The Natterjacks held a “Natter” 
on Saturday 2nd March 2024 in 
the clubhouse. 

This was an opportunity for 
current junior members, new 
junior members and parents to 
meet each other and to find out 
about the section.

We are pleased to say that 
over twenty juniors attended the 
meeting and we also gained a 
number of new members to the 
section (see the picture below from 
the day).

After the Natter, all those 

attending were invited to take 
part in a Texas Scramble over four 
holes. All the teams were evenly 
matched with a number of the 
teams being within two shots of 
each other.

The winners on the day were, 
Jake Pearson, Seth Pearson, James 
Wareing and Annie Drabble, 
well done! Jake Pearson also won 
nearest the pin.

The day was rounded off with 
chips for all the competitors, a 
good day for all. Thanks to Liam 
and his staff.
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Silloth Rugby Club Celebrates 40th Anniversary

SOLD OUT!

After an arranged and 
meaningful meeting with directors 
from Atlas Concrete and D.A. 
Harrison; James Rowe and Richard 
Harrison it was agreed that 
together the two local companies 
would be sponsoring the club for a 
two year deal. This is brilliant news 
not just for us but for everyone 
that uses the rugby club and it’s 
facilities.

They both get what we do, 
they appreciate how important 
we are in the community, we 
are no longer just a rugby club 
we are a community Hub, in the 
community for the community. 
They believe in our committee and 
what we are trying to achieve and 
accomplish, we are only custodians 
of the rugby club doing the best we 
can for the community.

It’s our aim and ambition to 
attract as many sporting and non 
sporting groups into our clubhouse 
and to use our facilities, at present 
we have links with Silloth AFC, 
Silloth Girls Football, Purple Sands 
Yoga, Silloth AFC over 35’s, the 
Weightwachers group, Silloth on 
Solway Sports Association and 
many, many more.

We open our clubhouse to 
the vulnerable at Xmas and allow 
members of the Silloth Rotary 
and individuals within the town to 
supply Xmas dinner a cuppa and a 
crack, what could be better .

Our clubhouse is available for 
functions and fundraising events 
all year round and we can now 
cater for up to 160 guests. When 
we complete the refurbishment 
of the lounge and bar you can 
relax in a safe, warm comfortable 
environment in a smart clubhouse 
for all to use.

We are both proud and 
humbled that in the current cost 
of living crisis and the investment 
that these two companies have 
already and continue to put into 
Silloth they have chosen us as 
recipients of their very generous 
sponsorship deal.

All monies we receive will be 
used to refurbish the main lounge 
and bar areas, this will enhance 
the facilities we have and that we 
offer to all in the community and 

Rugby Football Club are delighted to announce a fantastic two year sponsorship deal with two Silloth based companies

surrounding towns and villages.
We have open weekly coaching 

and training mixed rugby codes 
sessions for both adults and 
children. This is with assistance 
and support from our friends 
at Aspatria Rugby League club, 
a great new link we are excited 
about. It’s all about working 
together with all groups and 
sharing rugby skills from both 
codes so all participants and both 
clubs will benefit moving forward.

We have an open door and 
membership policy, the rugby club 
is for YOU it’s not ours it’s for 
everyone to use. We are not perfect 
by any stretch of the imagination 
but we do try our best we accept 
constructive criticism and will 
work along side any group as long 
as they accept our Terms and 
Conditions.

Along with our many existing 
sponsors like Caltech-Crystalyx 
and the Dirty Dozen boys we are 
very lucky to receive the backing 
and support from many businesses 

involvement in the rugby club as 
player, coach and official. There 
have been many great unforgettable 
moments and hopefully many 
more to come.

A massive thank you to Silloth 
Town Council who have supported 
us from day one, without their 
help and assistance the club and 

especially the pitch and playing 
area wouldn’t be the same. The 
lads who have kept our pitch in 
tip top condition are invaluable to 
the town, we have one of the best 
pitches and setups in the county, 
David and Mark know what to do 
and get on with it, that’s team work.

We do what we do in respect 
of all those who have served and 
supported the club in years gone by 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY SILLOTH 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB. 

As an Amateur Sporting Club 
we are still going strong with 
support from all sponsors members 
and visitors and volunteers, we 
have several functions, we are 
not just a pub or club we are a 
community sporting and non 
sports club for all.

We have a couple of family 
fun days in the pipeline, dates will 
publish soon on our social media 
outlets. The clubhouse and facilities 
are available via our Facebook and 
Twitter pages or by emailing us at: 
secretarysillothrufc@rufc.co.uk

Report by: Jimmy Lettice

Forty years ago this May after a 
disastrous fire at our old clubhouse 
down at Hylton park we moved 
with support from the Town 
Council into our current home at 
the old marshalling yards. 

Sadly, we have lost many 
players and former committee 
members and this is the reason 
we find ourselves in the position 
we are in today. The potential and 
facilities Silloth Rugby Club has are 
among the best in Cumbria 

Forty years later although the 
first team are taking a sabbatical we 
are confident the first team will be 
back next season bigger stronger 
and better than ever.

We have plans to relaunch a 
junior side and possibly a ladies 
team soon, exciting times are 
ahead.

We have several funding 
applications to ask for assistance to 
improve the rugby club for its users 
inside and out.

The clubs 40th anniversary 
coincides with my 50 years of 

and individuals within 
the town.

Founded in 1880 
the rugby club has 
produced many 
talented rugby players, 
no more famous than 
Rugby Union and 
Rugby League star Jim 
Brough. Jim played 
for England Rugby 
Union in the 1920’s 
and played for Great 
Britain, Leeds and 
coached Workington 
Town Rugby League 
club. We still to this 
day have links with 
local Rugby League 
teams all these years 
later, in our eyes 
Rugby is Rugby!
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