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Do you want a TV Holiday?

Tea
Room
with 
Local 

Baking

NEW Fish & Aquatics

Pond, Coldwater 
and Tropical 

Aquarium Fish
also Water Plants 
and Accessories

Wigton Road ~ Silloth ~ CA7 4PQ
Tel: 016973 32465

www.longwoodgardencentre.co.uk

LITTLE
ACRE

CARE HOME

EXCELLENT CARE 
FOR THE ELDERLY

For further details
contact:

Sarah Betsworth
016973 32105

SINGLE EN-SUITE 
ROOMS

82 Skinburness Road

Balmoral
Hotel

Best Bar in Town
Live Music 
& Karaoke
Open All Day

come and enjoy the
atmosphere

Criffel Street, Silloth
016973 32357

Naughty
but Nice
We have a wide variety 

of freshly made 
hot & cold sandwiches 

and baguettes

All day breakfasts
home made pies

fresh cream cakes
salads & pastas

ice creams & 
buffets for any occasion

Station Road, Silloth, CA7 4AE
Tel: 016973 31672

telephone orders 
welcome

How enjoyable it is to 
bid farewell to another 
day by gazing at a 
beautiful sunset!  The 
warm glow of the sun 
provides a spectacle 
of colours as light 
passes through the 
earth’s atmosphere.  
Underscoring this 
breathtaking event is an 
unusual phenomenon 
called a green flash.  If 
the conditions are right, 
this burst of emerald 
light occurs at the last 
moment of a sunset.  A 
rarer event called a blue 
flash is said to be even 
more beautiful.

What causes these 
colourful flashes?  Why 
do they last for only an 
instant?  And why are 
they so rare?  To answer 
these questions, we 
must first have a basic 
understanding of the 
interaction between 
sunlight and the earth’s 
atmosphere.

Sunlight streaming 
down to earth contains 
all the colours of 
the rainbow.  When 
this light strikes the 
earth’s atmosphere, 
the atmosphere acts 
much like a giant 
prism and scatters, 
or diffuses, the light.  
The extent to which a 
light wave is diffused, 
however, depends on its 
wavelength.

Blue light waves have 
a shorter wavelength 
and are widely 
scattered throughout the 
atmosphere.  That is why 
the sky appears blue 
when the sun is well 
above the horizon on a 

clear day.  But when the 
sun is near the horizon 
– such as at sunset – the 
sunlight must travel 
through more of the 
atmosphere to reach our 
eyes.  As a result, the 
highly scattered blue 
light does not reach 
us.  On the other hand, 
the longer waves, such 
as red, can more easily 
penetrate the dense 
atmosphere.  This gives 
the sunset its familiar 
red or orange colour.

Under certain 
conditions, though, a 
green flash or a blue 
flash can be seen at 
sunset.  How do these 
occur?  As the last edge 
of the sun dips below the 
horizon, the sun’s light 
splits the spectrum like 
a rainbow.  Red light 
appears on the bottom 
of the spectrum, and 
blue light is on the top.  
As the sun continues 
to descend, the red 
portion of the spectrum 
falls below the horizon 
and the blue portion is 
usually scattered by the 
atmosphere.  It is at this 
instant that the last bit 
of visible light can flash 
green.  But why green?  
Because green is the 
other primary colour in 
light.

When the sky is 
heavily polluted, the 
green flash is seldom 
seen, and the blue 
flash occurs only when 
the atmosphere is 
exceptionally clear 
and enough blue light 
pierces the sky to cause 
a brilliant flash to 
appear. 

Have you ever seen a 
green flash?

Report by: D. Robertshaw

Stinger Bee
by

Harris de Mello
aged 7
from

Holme St. Cuthbert School

MARKLEY 
TRANSPORT LTD

CARRS 
COACHES

Control Tower • The Airfield
Silloth • CA7 4NS
Tel: 016973 31276

Control Tower • The Airfield
Silloth • CA7 4NS
Tel: 016973 31276

Bulk
Flat
&

Express
Haulage

Coach & 
Minibus Hire,

Tours & 
Excursions

Tyres, Servicing & Repairs

The Producers of “A Place in the Sun” are looking for a local family
Wanted – a local 

couple with children 
with one week free this 
summer. 

Would you like to 
experience the real 
France, Germany, or 
another Country of your 
choice. The producers of 
the TV programme are 
recording a new series 
of holiday programmes 

for peak time viewing.
Do you want 

a holiday with a 
difference? To be 
considered, all you have 
to do is call 020 7749 
1963, or send an email 
to: jennym@fftv.co.uk 
detailing your 
circumstances. If you do 
get selected, please tell 
the Solway Buzz.

Would you like to swap this ä ?

Enjoying Longcakes ice creams on Silloth Promenade this April

Crowds enjoying the Algarve

For this ä ?

BANK MILL 
NURSERIES

FOR QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE!

Midway between Mawbray & Beckfoot on the 
Main Road from Maryport to Silloth

Available Now
Telephone: 01900 881340

Unbeatable selection of Alpines, Heathers, 
Perennials, Roses, Shrubs and Trees, etc, 

for all situations

Brainy Bee
by

Megan Gilroy
aged

almost 10
from

Holm Cultram Abbey School

What’s Happening?
There are lots of things 

happening around here.
Please let the Solway Buzz 

know what is going on.
We want lots more reports 
and pictures, please help 

us to help you.


