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Solway Superstars

Report by: Norman & Florence Hammond

During the past
tew weeks walkers
anywhere from the
Grune west along the
promenade and onto
Beckfoot & Allonby via
the dunes will have
enjoyed the consistent
and continuous song
of the Skylark hovering
on high all the way.
Considering the UK
precarious position of
this airborne songster
we are very lucky that
throughout the Solway
Coast AONB it is
thriving.

House Sparrow

But what about
the once abundant
sparrow? Have you
seen as many around
in recent years as
formally? A few years
ago it was very common
indeed, but according
to the British Trust for
Ornithology, who have
been looking into the
fortunes of our feathered
friends, the national
decline in sparrow
populations is due to a
lack of food at critical
times of the year.
Studies seem to suggest
that this is directly linked
to modern trends in
gardening, which have
resulted in tidier and
more sterile gardens.

Scientists in Bristol
have found a direct link
between the number of
sparrows and prosperity;
the more socially
deprived area with less
manicured gardens, the
more sparrows there are
around. This may seem
unlikely; but it arises
because the number of
insects in a garden is
related to the tidiness
of the garden. Insects
are the main source
of food for sparrow
chicks, forming up to
80% of their diet. Other
interesting snippets from
this study informs us that

across the UK the house
SpArrow now averages
4.8 per garden, has
declined by 52% since
1979 when an average
of 10 birds would have
been seen.

This lack of insect
food is not thought to
be the only reason for
this tragic decline of the
house sparrow. Domestic
cats are more common
today; pollution, disease
and competition from
larger birds such as
crows and feral pigeons
have all taken their toll
whilst throughout the
Solway Plain area as
whole Sparrowhawks
quartering estate
gardens are common.
Nesting sites are
becoming harder to
find as modern houses
have fewer nooks and
crannies for sparrows to
nest in

This fascinating
study was part of the
BTO/CJ] Garden Bird
Watch where each
week more than 17,000
garden bird watchers
throughout the UK would
note the birds seen
in their gardens and
send in their records
to the British Trust for
Ornithology. It would
seem from the data so
far, from North West
England, that following
a period of decline
between 1997 and 2000
numbers have stopped
falling, indicating that
perhaps we are in a
much healthier situation
than the rest of the UK

What do you think
about the Silloth
sparrow? Without
undertaking a
systematic survey have
you any views? If you
have, then let us have
them via the columns
of the Buzz or perhaps
drop into the Discovery
Centre and let us know.

Summer

By Jodie Mathews, Year 10
Solway Community School

The blazing sun creeps over the
shady trees,

Butterflies soar through the
sky riding the breeze,

The atmosphere is so peaceful
and quiet,

There is no one there to start
ariot,

Out of the emerald green hedges

sparrows fly,
Ht;gher up in to the azure blue

sky,

Children laughing happily and
playing in the streets,

As the ice-cream man pulls up
they all run to get their treats,
The fluffy clouds drift past the
flery sun,

Buzzing bees come out of their
hives they leave it one by one,
The old oak trees sway from
side to side,

The colourful leaves fall and in
the grass they hide,

On the beach the crystal waters
ripple across the goldm sand,
Innocent children race across
the beach hand in hand,

The seagulls glide silently
thraugh the air;

And perch themselyes on the
ru&ged rocks and stare

In the harbour a giant ship
boldly rocks,

As it sails happily in to the
seaside docks.

Happy Bee
by Lauren Roper
aged 5 from
Silloth Primary School

Abbeytown

Methodists

Abbeytown Methodist
Chapel wish to thank
everyone for supporting
their Bring & Buy sale
on 15th May, we raised
£231.

Gulls & Us

Sent in by: Ralph P.

Seagulls gliding in the sky

Or strutting stately on the
ound,

Call with their familiar

To tell their mates when %d

is found.

If we humans tried to heed

The lessons in that call,

And share with thosc in greater
need

Thered be enough for all.

Embark On
Stanwix Park

By Ron Gewer

Hundreds arrive ..some .. time
and again

Regardless of sun or wind or
rain

Guaranteed fun from light
until dark

All of the family .. Just love
Stanwix Park.

Play Ten-Pin bowls or have a
vod swim

Or even get fit .. in the large

gym

The kids are excited ... The dogs

they do bark

There’s nowhere to beat .. This

Stanwix Park.

Entertainment at night . Is
simply the best

Bring the whole family .. or
even a guest

Early next day .. gt up with
the lark

And spend the whole day ... at
Stanwix Park.

A weck seems so short .. on
this big site

So much enjoyment .. wher
fverything’s nght

You are assured .. Silloth has
left it's mark

Thanks to the echo .. of this
great Stanwix Park.

Jessica Swan

aged 5

from

Holm Cultram Abbey School
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Goofy Bee

by
Dawn Graham
aged 11 from
Silloth Primary School
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Blue
Dolphin
Cafe

e B\
Elizabeth’s
Garden

plant nursery
is growing.....

All Day Breakfast Summer
Kids Menu Colour for
Hot & Cold Snacks your Garden

Sunday Lunches Churchri
urchrigg
Eat In or Takeaway Brookfield

e Cath ;’( Ger/); Wigton 45470
ampool Street, Sifloth

Tel: 016973 32157 Open most days
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Cliffedale
School of Motoring

Your local
driving school

£13 per hour to
Carlisle or
Workington
Mock theory tests
on CD rom

Ring Jim on 016973 32423
or 078 5059 3749
\__or call after 6pm at: 30 Esk Street, Silloth )

David Allen & Co provide a
complete package of accountancy
and taxation services.

We have 24 accountants and tax
advisers and our services include
Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Tax
Compliance and Tax Planning,
PAYE, VAT, Software Training
and Limited Company services.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS
Dalmar House
Barras Lane Estate, Dalston
Carlisle, CA5S 7TNY

Please do not hesitate to contact
one of our team for a free no
obligation consultation.

Tel: 01228 711888
Fax: 01228 711826
email: mail@david-allen.co.uk
website:www.david-allen.co.uk
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West Silloth Motoers

lotor Vehicle Repalirs

Insurance Approved Body Repair Specialist

AD
@@Q%@@%\ Free MOT Checks
\)

Registered to carry on audit work and regulated for a
range of investment business activities by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.

Specialists in all motor trades
Recovery Service
Members of Accident Advice Helpline

&

Cumberland Cottages ~ West Silloth ~ CA7 4HF

Tel & Fax: 016973 32833
\ J
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Richard | Felix

Furniture Maker
& Woodturner

Traditional hand-crafted
furniture individually
designed from
Englis hardwoods

Waodtumings to order

Tuition in woodturnin
7.0r 2 day courses for
individuals and small groups

Phone: 01900 881215
\_
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Silloth-on-Solway ~ Wigton ~ CA7 4QY
Tel: 016973 32332

The Proprietors and staff would like to thank everyone for their
support and hope to welcome you all back on a regular basis

Bar Meals Served: Mon to Sat 12noon till 8:30pm
Sunday 5pm till 8:30pm
Restaurant Meals Served: Mon to Sun 6:30pm till 9pm
Sunday Lunch Carvery Served 12noon till 3pm
(It is now advisable to book all meals)
Live music every Saturday night starting at 9pm

Pensioners Special Served Mon to Fri 12noon till 2pm
2 course (starter & main) £5.95 per person
3 course (starter/main/dessert) £8.95 per person
A cup of Tea/Coffee is included with each meal
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Brownrigg
Equestrian

Brownrigg

Abbeytown

New and Second Hand
Horse Tack

from
Steve Thompson
the Equine Behaviourist

For opening hours and
directions, please ‘phone:
016973 61208
078 1224 7065
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BANK MILL |
NURSERIES

FOR QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE! ;

Midway between Mawbray & Beckfoot on the
] Main Road from Maryport to Silloth

Unbeatable selection of Alpines, Heathers,
Perennials, Roses, Shrubs and Trees, etc,
for all situations

Available Now

Telephone: 01900 881340 g, i
. il 4




