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Solfest at Tarnside Farm

It’s August and
Solfest is back at
Tarnside Farm, bigger
and better than ever
before!

Solfest is sold out.
But what is Solfest and
what has made it grown
into such a success in
only three short years?
On behalf of the Solway
Buzz we set off to find
out.

Solfest originally
sprang out of an idea
from Abbeytown man
Simon Kay and a group
of friends, which they
had while attending the
Cambridge Folk Festival
in summer 2003. “We
felt that between us we
had the skills and the
enthusiasm to put on
something really special
in Cumbria. We go to
many festivals every year
ourselves right across
the British Isles and
knew that the people
of Cumbria would
love the opportunity
to experience the
festival atmosphere

of us are in it for the
money, it means we can
invest heavily in all the
quirky little extras which
make festivals so special,
without ever feeling

that we are losing out
ourselves. At our first
ever meeting in 2003 we
decided that we would
always run everything in
as professional a manner
as possible, without ever
cutting corners. By doing
this, we were able to lay
sound foundations for
what the festival may go
on to become. After the
first year we decided to
become a ‘not for profit’
limited company in order
to provide ourselves

with a bit of security,

but we have always stuck
rigidly to our original
principles”

s@lrest

Funded by a
combination of ethical
sponsorship, grant
funding and ticket sales,
Solfest has consistently

Canada, and all over
Europe and the UK. So,
with so many festivals of
different types to choose
from, what is it that
makes Solfest so special?
According to Simon,

it is a combination of
taking good ideas from
other events and also
finding completely new
solutions where needed.
“A lot of events base their
attendance numbers on
the number of people
who pass through in a
weekend. In many cases
the same person could be
counted several times.
At Solfest, we only sell
full weekend tickets.
This means that for one
weekend in August, we
will be building a canvas
town with a population
the size of Aspatria

and Silloth combined!
Because people stay

on site, they invest
heavily in the festival
and become part of it.
I've even known local
people who only live a
few hundred yards away

energy of the event. I'm
surprised more events
don’t try it!”

Solfest really is an
event that bases itself
on two simple beliefs;
firstly that it is people
who make festivals, all
the other stuff just helps
them along. Secondly,
attention to detail is
everything. This is
something which is
apparent all over the
Solfest site with quirky
walkabout entertainers,
musicians, artists, shops
& stalls, cafes where you
can sit down and have
a cup of tea (or perhaps
something a little
stronger). Hundreds of
children’s activities and
workshops, sculptures,
flags, kites, a labyrinth
and much, much more.
And if you ever manage
to find the time, there’s
always three Main stages
and a Dance tent as well
as countless smaller
stages and venues dotted
around the site where
you can see a host of

Simon what his hot tips
for Solfest 2006 were. So,
exclusively for the Solway
Buzz, his acts not to miss
this year include:

. Croft No5,
Mainstage, “A big hit at
Solfest 2004, these lads
from Skye have chosen
Solfest to play their last
ever English gig. If you
miss them this time, it’11
be too late!”

. Nula and The
Retrobates, “The Bar
Stage, this lot blew us
away when we first saw
them. Nula has one

of the most powerful
voices I have ever heard
and the band create the
ideal backdrop for her
awesome talent.”

. Mark Saul,
Drystone Stage, “An
Aussie piper who uses
electronic wizardry to
create amazingly dance-
able tunes. He’s never
been seen before in the
UK, but we are sure

that he’ll be all over the
festival circuit in a couple
of years time. See him at

Corrections

As most people know
and understand, the
Buzz is a community
paper with most work
done by volunteers and
all work by amateurs,
so we don’t always get
things right, but despite
appearances we do try to
be professional.

In the last issue
two items deserve
clarification.

Firstly: The small
article about the Abbey
fire implied that six
people were involved
in entering the Abbey
and starting the fire.
This appears to have
been incorrect and
some of those involved
feel they have been
unfairly represented by
the article. The Police
have explained that
their understanding is
that only two entered
the Abbey, intending
to steal, and that one of
them then started the
fire on his own. All six
were initially arrested
because they had all been
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Denture Repair

Absolute Treatment

Body & Mind Treatments

Physiotherapy

for effective treatment of

Back Problems
Sciatica

Trapped Nerves
Frozen Shoulder
Aches & Pains

Specialists in Deep Tissue
Massage & Ultrasound

Hypnotherapy

expert help to

Increase Motivation
Lose Weight
Stop Smoking
Increase Confidence
Overcome Phobias
Increase Sports
Performance

Tel: 016973 32804 ~ Mobile: 07732 929781
W Shepherd M.I.RM.T., M.L.RT.I., D.HYR

services available
to Tenants and
Householders

£200 - £750

For full written details without
obligation, write or phone:

S.D. Taylor Ltd
Bayliss Distribution Centre
Glasgow Road
Gretna, DG16 5]N
01461 338509
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Plant Refurbishment
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