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Report by: Tommy Legs

December 2006
TIMES OF HIGH WATER 

AT SILLOTH
(Courtesy of A.B.P. Silloth)

Times in GMT 
Heights in metres

Time   Ht   Time   Ht 

Local Tradesmen

On the 
Waterfront

Silloth Tide 
Tales

RENT A 
SKIP FROM

SPARKY’S 
MIDI SKIPS

Contact
016973 51572

Decorators
Frank Daly
Holly Cottage
Blitterlees, CA7 4JR
Tel: 016973 32575
For traditional service 
and value.

Peter Farrier
The Garth
Blitterlees, CA7 4JN
Tel: & Fax: 016973 
33039
Mob: 07900 914484
Papering, paint effects, 
coving, tiling & DIY
25 years reliable service.

Michael G Barton
Silloth
Tel: 016973 33171
Mobile: 07867 916709
Time-served tradesman
Restoration specialist, 
internal & external.

Tilers

Tel: 016973 32779
Mobile: 07708 982355
Over 20 years experience
Free advice & estimates

Discounts for locals
All work guaranteed

Walls, Floors, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms

Full Bathroom 
Fitting Service 

Available

Alaric 
Weightman

Building Services

Joiners 

Electricians

Garden Services 

Greg Wilson
Mobile: 07715 046769
Tel: 016973 31792
Gates & Railings
General Welding and 
Repair Work

SHAUN 
BELL 

ELECTRICAL

Tel: 016973 32199
Mob: 07720 435458

Fire Alarms
Maintenance

Emergency Lighting
Testing & Certification
Electrical Installations

Portable Appliance Testing

Steven 
Henderson 
Electrical

2 Petteril Street, Silloth, 
CA7 4DH

Tel: 016973 31163
Mob: 07708 567193

Domestic, Commercial, 
Industrial,

New installations, 
Repairs, Rewires,

Portable Appliance 
Testing

All work conforms  
to bs7671

shendersonelectrical@msn.com

Window 
Cleaners
Abbey Cleaning  
Services
Oakwood End
Main Street, Abbeytown
CA7 4RU
Call Ryan on 016973 
61162 - your local 
reliable window cleaners

S.G. Hart
6 Burnswark Terrace
Silloth, CA7 4EF
Tel: 016973 31517
Silloth’s regular window 
cleaner since 1974.

Telephone: 
016973 61868 
07732 690 696

Email:  
ptrwise@aol.com

Commercial  
&

Domestic

Free Quotations

Jonathon Burston 
Fencing Gardening and 
Paving. High quality 
work at competitive 
Rates
All types of work 
accepted, please call:
016973 42339
07786 406784

Skip Hire

Plastering Services
Ed Birkett
Tel: 016973 42471
Mob: 07969 063747
All types of plastering 
work done
Fully insured.

Garden & Countryside 
Services
Contact Ed Birkett
Tel: 016973 42471
Mob: 07969 063747
Garden landscaping & 
maintenance
Fully insured.

DAVID READ
Carpentry & Joinery

Property Repairs 
& Maintenance

016973 32245
07759 783823

FREE ESTIMATES

No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small

City & Guilds 
Approved with 30 
years Experience

OUTDOOR 
JOINERY

Tel Norman on:
016973 61256 or
07762 289357

Gates
Garden Fencing

Sheds
Pet & Poultry 

Housing
and more....

Motor Engineers

MOTOR REPAIRS & CAR SALES

WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Workshop: 016973 31550  Mobile: 07712 537455

GEOFF DAVIES
Time Served
Carpenter and Joiner
28 years Experience
Friendly and Professional 
Service
Tel: 016973 31861
Mob: 07821 172479

Plastering & Drylining
H.M. Wood
C.I.C.S. Approved
Tel: 016973 31219
Mob: 07940 925718

Ironwork

Plumbers
C C Plumbing
All plumbing work 
undertaken
No job too small
Tel: 01900 881063
Mob: 07916 292946

D Hagan Plumbing & 
Heating Engineer
Time served tradesman
All work undertaken
Free estimates
Tel: 016973 32143
Mob: 07793 722132

David Baxter, Roofer
Free Quotes
Reasonable Rates
20 years Experience
Mob: 07749 041333

John Watson Joinery
Tel: 016973 61811
Joiner, Carpenter, 
Custom made a 
speciality, specialist in 
bespoke furniture and 
Marine work
Web site:
TransatlanticLumber.com

S & A PRINTING
of Skinburness

* YOUR LOCAL PRINTERS *

Business & Wedding 
Stationery

Distinctive Business Cards
(incl. plastic)
Personalised

Christmas Cards
Promotional Items &

General Printing
Call Stewart or Anne on 

016973 31039

Printers 

Elite  
Joiners & Builders
“For all your building needs”

Full House Builds 
Timber Frame House Kit 

Erections
House Extensions 

Renovations 
Full Barn and Loft 

Conversions 
all Roof Work and 

Double Glazing
“No job too small or too big” 
Free estimates and advice 

References available

For fast friendly service call 
Mark Cleland on 016973 
61256 or 07875 385781

Email: markacleland@aol.com

SALES, REPAIRS & 
SPARES

TEL: 016973 49087
BILL LEWIS: 07808385517

MARTYN NIXON: 
07773515975

2 KING STREET, WIGTON

Free Delivery & 
Installation On All Major 

Appliance Sales!

Washers + Dryers + 
Cookers + Vacuums + 

Fridges/Freezers & More

Domestic 
Appliance 
Repairs

September was a 
very quiet month with 
only four ships. The 
VEDETTE with fertilizer 
from Ijmuiden followed 
by the BEN VARREY 
with wheat from 
Liverpool. The SCOT 
TRADER brought a 
cargo of paper pulp from 
Antwerp and finally the 
BEN VARREY brought 
a cargo of wheat from 
Liverpool. Fortunately, 
the predicted very high 
tide on 10th September 
(8.5 metres on the dock 
gate) passed without 
causing any damage.

Finally, our many 
thanks to Peter 
McDowell  who has been 
a most competent, and 
oliging Shipping Agent 
for Silloth Port since 
December 1990. Peter is 
taking early retirement 
and Teena and himself 
and two cats are going 
to take up residence in 
Turkey. (Everyone wishes 
you health and happiness 
in your new life, we will 
be bringing coach trips 
from Silloth just to make 
sure that  you’re doing 
ok.) All the very best 
from Mr & Mrs Tommy 
Legs who will ensure that 
you get a regular supply 
of the “Buzz“.

October proved to 
be the quietest month 
for many years, with 
only three vessels 
visiting the port. The 
MER was first with 
French wheat, followed 

1ST.FRI. 0816  6.2   2036  6.7
2ND.SAT. 0912  6.6   2131  7.2
3RD.SUN. 1001  7.1   2221  7.4
4TH.MON. 1047  7.4   2309  7.5

5TH.TUES. 1131  7.5   2354  7.5
6TH.WED. ****  ***   1214  7.5

7TH.THUR. 0038  7.3   1257  7.3
8TH.FRI. 0125  7.0   1340  7.1
9TH.SAT. 0209  6.6   1424  6.7

10TH.SUN. 0253  6.2   1509  6.4
11TH.MON  0340  5.7   1557  6.1
12TH.TUES.0432  5.4   1651  5.7
13TH.WED. 0532  5.1   1754  5.4
14TH.THUR.0640  5.1   1859  5.3
15TH.FRI. 0743  5.2   2001  5.5
16TH.SAT. 0838  5.5   2054  5.7
17TH.SUN. 0925  6.0   2141  6.1
18TH.MON. 1006  6.3   2222  6.3
19TH.TUES.1045  6.6   2302  6.6
20TH.WED. 1123  7.0   2342  6.7
21ST.THUR.****  ***   1201  7.1
22ND.FRI. 0022  6.8   1241  7.2
23RD.SAT. 0106  7.0   1327  7.3
24TH.SUN. 0152  6.8   1413  7.3
25TH.MON. 0239  6.7   1502  7.2
26TH.TUES.0330  6.6   1553  7.0
27TH.WED. 0424  6.3   1648  6.7
28TH.THUR.0523  6.0   1749  6.5
29TH.FRI. 0631  5.8   1856  6.3
30TH.SAT. 0739  5.8   2005  6.3
31ST.SUN. 0847  6.1   2112  6.4

FULL MOON - TUES.5TH.
NEW MOON - WED.20TH.

Dear Buzz,
Last week my children and 
their spouses were here 
and as I wandered into the 
kitchen to wash up (nowt 
changes) I overheard my 
daughter saying “Go on 
which was your favourite 
holiday of all time?” Bear 
in mind that they have now 
travelled practically the 
World. I nearly fell in the 
sink when they were agreed 
..............Silloth. 
Go back to 1982/3 and we 
had a particularly bad time 
of it and I felt that as a 
little family we needed a 
holiday. Problem where; 
with very little money? My 
son was six and my daughter 
nine so were not exactly 
clamouring for the Maldives 
or even knew where they 
were. Cutting a long story 
short I booked a caravan 
on Silloth Lido for the Whit 
holiday (cheaper). The rain 
it raineth all around from 
Easter onwards. I packed 
games and the inevitable 
pack of cards and felt a bit 
dismal about being cooped 
in a caravan for a week. 
As my battered car left 
Carlisle the sun came out. 
Trust me, it stayed out 
all week, getting hotter 
by the day. Our photos of 
the open air pool could be 
Malta! The nature of the 
site meant that my children 
experienced a freedom 
they could not in the city. 
Off they tramped while 
I busied about and they 
appeared each meal-time 
spot on. Of course we did 
things together and most 
days came into Silloth itself 
for shopping, the Prom or 
the Fun Fair. Cheggers and 
Wurzel Gummidge came 
to the Lido and they felt 
that they had seen true 
celebrities. I felt that 
my mind had a rest and 
was ready to return home 
strengthened but I was 
unaware that they too 
enjoyed it so much. And I 
don’t know what is in the 
air at Silloth but I slept 
really well each night!. 
I was adult and felt a bit 
crummy and that I should 
have been taking them 
somewhere like Florida. 
It was a cheap option, a 
stopgap, it was just Silloth. 
I did not occur to me that 
as children it didn’t matter 
how near it was. We were 
together having a great 
time. This is all that they 
remembered. I needn’t have 
beaten myself up. They 
reminisced about the ice 
cream, the heat, the fun 
of being in a caravan. And, 
wait for it, a very posh 
meal out in our posh clothes 
on the last night! It was fish 
and chips at the Golf Hotel. 
Is there some sort of lesson 
there of things are what 
you make it! 
The negatives ............ 
Too near family! Each day 
somebody came to visit, 
see the caravan and have a 
buckshee day in Silloth! Oh 
and the playing cards never 
left the suitcase.

Edna Croft

Letter

by the Ukrainian ship 
ZAPADNYY with 
molasses from France 
and finally the UNO 
brought fertilizer from 
Holland.


