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The Shetland Isles
are the most northerly
islands in the British

to the islands and an
influx of new residents
saw many new homes
built. These new houses
tend to have a garden,

Isles, situated where the  just as they would on the
North Sea meets the mainland.

Atlantic Ocean at 60 Shetland is often
degrees north. They are thought of as a bleak
often confused with the place where no trees will
Orkneys which lie much ~ grow, but Sycamore trees

closer to Northern
Scotland. Orcadians
however are said to
be farmers who fish
whilst Shetlanders
are fishermen who
farm. Indeed a visit
to Orkney has the
feel of Northern
Scotland but the
Shetland Isles feel
different - maybe because
of its strong Scandinavian

are found throughout
the islands, also Birch,

heritage. Alder, Scots Pine and
Until the early the occasional Horse

1970’ life was hard in Chestnut. Where these

the Shetlands and there trees have been planted

was no spare money for
such luxuries as plants.
Electricity did not arrive
on the islands until the

to provide a shelterbelt
from the strong salt laden
winds attractive gardens
have been created.

1950’s. Most Shetlanders ~ Hedges are frequently

farmed the croft and composed of these trees.
were self sufficient. They =~ Other plants for hedges
caught fish from the sea are mainly Rosa rugosa,

and kept sheep for wool
and meat. On the croft

Fuchsia and Flowering
Currant and Potentilla.

would be a “plantiecrub”  Within the hedges the
or stone enclosure, which  plants still need to be
was used to grow veg, tough to withstand the

mainly brassicas, for
winter food. Few species

exposure and the acidity
of the soil so the range of

Shetland, prosperity came

just about everywhere.

wintering is a challenge as
glasshouses are not really
an option in the strong
winds.

However the
Shetlands do have
relatively mild summers
and this together with
up to nineteen hours
of daylight each day
provides the perfect
growing conditions for
short season plants.
Annuals such as
Mesimbryanthemum,
Lavertera and Poppies
thrive in the long days as
do bedding plants bought
in as young plug plants
each year. Gardens, in
summer at least, are often
a riot of colour.

Wild flowers adorn
the crofts and fields
with dandelion like
hawkbit and yellow

flag iris seeming to be

Celandine, Tormentil and
Silver weed are the more
common yellow flowers,
but fox and cubs, geums,
red campion, heathers,
orchids, ragged robin,
cranesbills, gentians,
meadowsweet, daisies and
sneezewort complete the
colour spectrum.

Enjoy your gardening,
it could be worse!

Nadia

Silloth' Bowling/€Club

This year, Silloth Bowling Clubs Interclub Champion of Champions was
between two of Cumbria’s finest champions.

Sandra Parker and Edwin Orchard are both worthy champions in their own
right and both also represent Club and County. Played for the fifth time this years
the competition was won by Edwin Orchard who was on form with a convincing
score of 21-09. The game was played in wet and windy weather, yet the standard of
bowls was superb, both players are a credit to the Silloth Bowling Club .
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OPEN at 5pm Every Day

Offering a Wide Variety of
Dishes for Every Taste

Silloth on Solway Community Shop)

* Local people working for local causes *
* All proceeds go back into the community *
* Please continue donating *

* Collection can be arranged *

Contact: Maureen on 016973 31636

S.0.8.C.S.

Please Feel Free to Drop In for a Menu Open every day m S.0.S8.CS.
10am to 4pm Q 12 Criffel Street
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